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410 SWIFT SNAKE. 


"may perhaps be considered as a doubtful species : 
in the number of its abdominal and subcaudal 
' Scales it agrees pretty nearly with the C. Constric- 
tor, which is also reported to be a destroyer of 


eggs. t 





SWIFT SNAKE. 


Coluber Cursor. C. virescens, striis duabus dorsalibus lineato- 

* maculatis albis, lateribus abdomineque albidis. 

Greenish Snake, with two dorsal stripes of linear white e 
and whitish sides and abdomen. 

La Couresse. Cepede Ovip. 2. p. 281. pl. 14. f. 2. 

Abdominal scuta 185, subcaudal scales 105. + 


DzscninED by Середе from a specimen in the 
Royal Cabinet at Paris: length near three feet: 
colour greenish above, with two longitudinal TOWS 
of small, longish, white spots: sides and abdomen 
whitish: head covered with large scales: tail of 
moderate length, and gradually tapering to the 
tp: said to be a remarkably timid and swift spe- 
.cies, generally escaping with great rapidity when 
discovered : native of the island of Martinico. 


HICKANELLA SNAKE, ^ 


Coluber Hickanella, C. albus, caruleo guttatus, abdomine cer ~ 4 
leo maculato. ў 
White Snake, speckled with blue above, and variegated with 
blue on the abdomen, 
Serpens Hikkanella Americanus. Seb. 2. t. 7 5. f. 2. ' 


A BEAUTIFUL specics: length about two feet 
and a half: thickness moderate: head oblong, 
large-scaled, white, with the sutures or divisions 
of the scales blue: remainder of the upper parts 
white, with numerous small blue spots, disposed’ 
in a rhomboid pattern: abdomen white, trans- 
versly tesselated in some parts with blue: tail ra- 
ther short, gradually tapering to the tip: native, 
according to Seba, of South America, frequent- 
ing, houses, and being very uscful in destroying 
rats, &c. 





a BOAFORM SNAKE. к, 
Coluber Bowformis. C. albidus, fusco variegatus, abdomine albo, j^ 

scutis brevissimis, | "и 
Whitish Spake, with’ brown variegations, white beneath, with - 
—wery short scuta. — " 4 


Pedda Рода. Russ, Ind. Serp. p. 27, 28, 30. |: 22,93, ps 
Bora. Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 44. pl. 39. Га 
Abdominal scuta 252, subcaudai scaies 62. ЫЫ 


LENéTH of the specimen described by Dr, Rus- и 
sel about two feet and a half, but supposed to — 
S cha дег Ж па short, witb 





519 — BOAFORM SNAKE. 


moderately large oblong-ovate head, covered with 
large scales, and short, sharp-pointed tail: colour 
of the upper parts very pale or whitish brown, va- 
riegated on the back and sides by large and small, 
irregularly formed, deep-brown patches and spots, 
those on the sides being mostly ocellated : body 
covered with very small scales, the three rows next 
the abdomen being much larger than the rest: 
abdomen white, the scuta being remarkably nar- 
row or short, and furnished with reddish margins; 
the under part of the tail is variegated with black 

nd white: native of India: an animal of great 
strength, wreathing round the arm, if held for a 
short time, in such a manner as to numb the hand» 
not poisonous; its bite producing no other effect 
than that of temporary pain, 


VAR. 7 а 
Bora. Russ, Ind, Serp. pl. 39. 


Tuts seems to be no other than the same spe: 
cies of a much larger size: disposition of scales 
"and colours the same, but the ground-colour 
white, and the tail furnished beneath with several 
scuta or undivided lamelle towards the tip, or 
after those immediately succeeding the vent; 
` “while the tip itself is again terminated by a few 
divided scales: but the number of the whole, taken 
„ together, amounts to the same, within a trifle, as 
în the first-mentioned kind. Found at Calcutta, 
cd it is pretended that ras js very soon fol. 
at ст» : ^a d 
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MUCOUS SNAKE. € 
7 


lowed by eruptions on different parts of the fe 
though it does not prove fatal in less than ten or 
twelve days: but this is, in all probability, а 


mere а error, © a 
VAR? SUN 
_ Pedda Poda. Russ. t. 23, 24, i "CX 


Wiru the general habit, colour, &c. of the first- 
described species, but with larger scales in propor- — , 
tion : perhaps a sexual difference: vent, as in both 
the preceding, large, semilunar, aud edged with a 
double row of small scales: on each side the vent 


T. м. 








is also а short, curved, spur-shaped, or horn-like 
process. This snake is said to grow to a very large 
size, having been seen of the length of nine orten.  ~ 
feet. , 
t 
MUCOUS SNAKE. ч 


' Coluber Mucosus. С. caerulescens, capite angulato, labiis ге T 
versim nigro striatis. e 
Biucish Snake pale beneath, with angular bead, and lips striped 2 
transversly with black. 
Coluber mucosus. - Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 388. "Mus. fum А 
р. 87. t. 23. f. 1. $c ie. 
| Abdominal scuta 200, subcaudal scales 140. ie 5 


"Таљ snake i is described by Linnzus in the wem е, 
» Adolphi Friderici: it 15 not remarkable for ıı Ў 
' 
any thing particular i in its appearance, but see 
to Ђе rather | а ре" méasuring а 
5 
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| EU ‘CHERULESCENT SNAKE. — ч 
"foot and half in length, of which the tail mea- 
` sires a third part: the colour is blueish, paler 
eath; the head angular, the eyes large, and 
A e lips marked with black bars: it is a native of 
y ; South America: it seems to be a species rather 
-5 ` - indistinetly described, and to demand farther ex- 
ч amination., i | 
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CÆRULESCENT, SNAKE. 


^ Coluber Cierulescens, ^C. caruléscens capite acuminato, abdo- 
655 mine plano, ` 
"3 -"Cierulescent Snake, with pointed head and flat abdomen. 
n Coluber caerulescens. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 389. Mus. Ad: Frid. 


"Hn 

ESL p. 37. t. 20.7. 2. 

Le Abdominal scuta 215, subcaudal scales 170. 

2 ти the general habit of 4Aetulla : length a 


foot and half: colour blueish, paler beneath: ab- 
дотеп flat: head ovate, and acuminate: tail 
|. round and about a fourth of the whole length, 
TE ead tapering to the tip: native of South 
; "America. This also. seems to be an obscure 
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SMOOTH SNAKE, 


Coluber Austriacus, С. griseo-cerulescens ейт, dor- | 
sali duplici macularum rufarum, lateribus ааа 1 
centibus, Tx 

, Blueish-grey polished Snake, with a double dorsal row ofru- | 
fous spots, and rufescent sides and abdomen. © 
Coronella Austriaca. Laurenti Amph, p. 84. t. 5. f. 1. AM 
^77 La Lisse.  Середе Serp, p. 158. 
Abdominal scuta 178, subcaudal scales 46. 


Tuis snake, which in its general appearance | 
and manners bears а considerable resemblance.to — 
the Мага, seems to have been first described аз _ 
a distinct species by Laurenti, who, in his work - 
on the Amphibia, has distinguished it by the title - 
of Coronella Austriaca, being common in the re- 
gion round Vienna. It is also found in France 
and several other parts of Europe. Its principal — 
mark of distinction from the Natrix is the perfect ў 
smoothness of its scales ; those of the Natrix being | x 
somewhat carinated : its colour on ihe upper parts 3 
is blueish grey, inclining to rufous on the sides — 
and abdomen : along the back runs a double row. 









' less distinct, appear along EI side, and the h 
domen is variegated with patches of a similar” 
cast: the eyes are red, and through them, from 
the nostrils to the back of the cheeks, passes @ 
narrow rufous stripe: two moderately lange spots 
alse-appear at the back of the head, immediately 

= ~beyond the large scales: in а young otal і 
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71516 САТЕХАТЕР 5ХАКЕ. 


| While the colour of the upper parts is more obscure. 
This animal inhabits moist meadows, hedges, watry 
E 5e places, &c. It is of a fierce disposition in its wild 
i- state, biting with much eagerness such animals as 
happen to attack it, but is incapable. of producing 
" any injury, being unprov ided with poisonous fangs, 
and is easily tamed, in which state it shows a con- 
siderable degree of attachment. It occasionally . 
varies somewhat in colour, the upper parts having 
a strong tinge of rufous, and the abdomen of 
dusky brown or even blackish, while the sides 
have a cast of yellow or green. 





CATENATED SNAKE. 


~ Coluber Catenatus, С. albidus, supra maculis quadratis. fuscis 
tessclatis, abdomine јахсих latis subfuscis distantibus. 

1) Whitish Snake, tesselated above with square brown spots, and 

^ „° marked on the abdomen by very distant, broad dusky bands, 

; - Abdominal scuta 147, subcaudal scales 78. 


. Leyern about two feet: colour pale or whitish; 

рх marked above by numerous square brown spots 

alternately disposed, and joining at the angles: 

_ abdomen pale or white, with six or seven very dis- 

а tant, broad, dusky, transverse bands, one of which 

*3 , is placed immediately beneath the throat: head 

b TA С: white оп the sides, and brown on the top, 

| marked by а white bar across the nose, join- 
g with two large white marks over the eyes snd, 
constituting a kind of reversed horseshoe 

lite spot on the head: from аід свој 
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CINEREOUS SNAKE. , 
eye proceed two dusky lines towards the back of 7 гі 


the јал“: tail long, slender, ‘and tapering to a ^ 
point :' described from ^а specimen in the Бина ^ 








Museum. = *» 
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C 5 $ t 
CINEREOUS SNAKE. ҳу © 


Coluber Cinereus. С. cinereus, abdomine albido, cauda supra 
fusco reticulata, subtus transcersim lineata, A 

Cinereous Snake, with white abdomen, tail reticulated’ above 
with brown, and lineated transversly beneath. , 

Coluber cinereus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 388. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
Р. 37. 

Abdominal! seuta 200, subcaudal scales 137. 


Hanrr of Natrix: length about two feet: ço- — 
lour cinereous: head ovate, convex: eyeslarge: — - 
lips marked by transverse black stripes: trunk , 
covered by nineteen rows of small smooth scales : 
abdomen white, and slightly angular: tail more 
than a third of the whole; flattish beneath, with. 
the scales edged with brown above, aud appearing - 

“reticulated, and. transversly lineated pe. ^d 
-native of the East Indies. eee _ 
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HORSESHOE. SNAKE. E 
| 





eu ¥€oluber ЕЕЕ T licidus fusco vacat occipite fascia 
"d - dhmulata reversa, е ' 

i Яма Snake, spotted with brown, with 2. да lunulated 

“а. band on the hind part of the head. 

б Coluber Hippocrepis. Lin. Syst. Nat. р, 388. 

ЭЁ . Abdominal scuta 232, subcauda! scales 94. 


А SMALL species : length little more than а foot : 
colour livid, with a row of pretty closely placed 
` sond “brown spots down the back, and two or 
three rows.of much smaller alternating ones down 
* the ‘sides: head of moderate size, marked by a 
- transverse arcuated brown band between the eyes, 
^ and bya larger horseshoe-shaped band on the hind- 
head, the divisions pointing backwards : abdomen 
_ pale: tail of middling length, tapering gradually 





P 

to Ще шр: native of America: 

e „| "7 . | 

OE g` SCUTATED SNAKE. | bes $ 

E ‘Coluber Scutatus, С. ater asta iun “ыу JR 
- Blick Snake, with extremely broad scuta. J. С” 


YF Coluber scutatüs. Tin. E Nat: Ста. is 1102. Pall. йот. 
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MINERVA'S SNAKE. ~ 


markably wide, extending on each side in such a % 
manner as to:embrace near two thirds of the body: — 

tail somewhat py ramidal, very long, and flattish — 
beneath: this species was observed by Dr. Pallas 
about the borders of the river Yaik, occasionally | s 
frequenting both land and water. > 


A 


al 








MINERVA'S SNAKE, 


је > Minerva. C. glavens, fascia dorsili fusca, eapite fasciis: 
* 
Glaucous Snake, with a brown band down the back, and he > 
‘on the head, | 
Coluber Minerve. Lin, Syst. Nut. p. 388. Mus, ла. "м 
p. 56. te 
Abdominal scuta 238, subcaudal scales 90, 


Drscxrpep by Linnzus in the Museum Adol- — 
phi Friderici : length about a foot and half: thick- ; 
ness greater than that of а swan quill: colour 
glaucous, with a broad, longitudinal, brown band "а 
down the back, and three longitudinal bands on 
the head, two which pass through the eyes: head | 
‘oblong, ovate, convex, and лосів: eyes large ;. , 

` , tail slender, and measuring about a third of the — 

whole length: on each side the body, towards y 
the tail,.is a narrow dusky line: the scales on the - 
whole animal аге smooth: native of the East In». 
= Те Suan, being considered as the d 
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CASPIAN SNAKE. | 


“Coluber Caspius. С. at alternatin fusco more J usciatus, 
"subtus flavus, 

Yellow Snake, marked above by alternate brown bands, 

Coluber Caspius. — Lin. Syst, Nat. Gmel. p. 1112. Lepechin, it 
p. 317. t. 1. | 

Abdominal scuta 198, subcaudal scales 100. 


Tuts snake is said to be found toward the 
shores of the Caspian sea, in low grounds, and 
bushy places: when disturbed, it first endeavours 
to escape, but if pursued or irritated, springs for- 
wards on its assailant with great fury, though in- 
capable of doing any injury by its bite: its colours 
are sufficiently described in the specific character : 
it is said to grow to the length of five fect or 
more. 


а 





DOMESTIC SNAKE. 


Coluber Domesticus, C. griseus, fusco maculatus, macula gemina 
nigra inter oculos. 

Grey Snake, spotted with brown, with a double black spot be- , 
tween the eyes. 

Coluber Domesticus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 389. 

Abdominal scuta 245, subcaudal scales 94. | 


2 


Т\нїз species із a native of Barbary, where it is , 
aid to be in а manner domestic, being very com- , 
- топ in the houses of the inhabitants, and consi- ~ 


десей а perfectly types „s even useful іш» 


к. 
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HALF-SPOTTED SNAKE. 





mates, destroying the smaller kind of noxious ~ 4 
animals: in its general appearance it is allied to 
the Hippocrepis, being of a pale grey colour, spot- à 
ted with brown; its principal mark of distinction 
being a double black spot between the eyes. 





HALF-SPOTTED SNAKE, 


Coluber Regine. С. fusco-violaceus, subtus albus, scutis alters 
natim macula laterali semiorbiculata fusca notatis. 

Violaceous-brown Snake, white beneath, with the scuta marked- 
‘alternately by a semiorbicular brown spot, 

Coluber Reging. Lin. Syst, Nat. p. 378. Mus. Ай, Frid. p. 24. | 
t. 13. f. 3. | 

Abdominal scuta 137, subcaudal scales 70. 


A sma t species, about a foot in length: co- 
lour purplish brown above, and white beneath, ; 
the abdominal scuta marked alternately оп one 
side by a pretty large dusky half-round spot : the 
tail is of moderate length, rather slender, and ше 
scales beneath are plain ог unspotted : nati? ve of 
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CARACARA' SNAKE. 


+ || 

Coluber Caracara. C. caeruleus, squamis. corporis antici elongatis, 
postici rhombeis, collo transversim nigro striato. 

Blue Snake, with the scales on the fore part of the body elon- 
gated, of the hind part rhomboid, and the neck transversly 
striated with black. 

Coluber Caracara. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. р. 1117. 

Serpens Caracara Brasiliensis singularis, Seb. 2, t. 78. f. 3. 

Abdominal scuta 190, subcaudal scales 125. 


Ах elegant species, described and figured in the 
work of Seba: length about two feet and a half: 
habit moderately slender: head rather large and 
oblong; snout obtuse: from behind each eye a 
black streak: colour pale blue, the hinder part 
of the body being tinged with rose-colour: the 
scales on the fore parts of the animal are of a 
narrow, lengthened form, and on the hind parts 
rhomboid, or of the usual shape: neck and fore 
parts elegantly marked by numerous transverse 
black lines, the scales on that part being tipped 
at each end with black: tail rather long, and gra- 
dually tapering to the tip: native of Brasil. 


VAR. ? 


In this specimen, which is-iu the British Mu- 
seum, the head is elegantly marbled with black 
variegations, and the whole upper parts are varied 


-with black, though got in the same distinctly 


linear manner as on the fore part: the abdomen is 
e plain ог чаароф@, а and is ка SEE two 
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QUILL SNAKE, 593 


narrow, pale, distant lines running down the whole 
length, between which lines it is of a slightly flat- 
tened shape. The number of abdominal scuta in 
this specimen is 185, and of subcaudal scales 90. 


د 
QUILL SNAKE,‏ 


Coluber Calamarius. С. lividus, fasciis transversis puuctisque 
linearibus fuscis, subtus albido Juscoque tesselatus, 

,Livid Snake, with transverse brown bands and linear points, 
and tesselated beneath with brown and white. 

Coluber Calamarius. Lin, Syst. Nat. р. 275. Mw. dd. Frid. 


р. 23. t. 6. f. 3. 
Abdominal scuta 140, subcaudal scales 22. 


\ 

A sMALL snake, described by Linneus in the 
Museum Adolphi Friderici: length about a span; 
thickness that of a goose quill: colour ађоуе 
livid, with the whole surface scattered over with 
linear dusky points, and marked also by several 
narrow transverse dusky bars: abdomen pale, tes- 
selated in an alternate manner with dusky squares: 
head very small, convex, and ovate: tail short, 
and terminating rather obtusely: native of Ame- 
rica. 


~ 


SCHOKAR SNAKE. 


Coluber Shockar. С. fusco-cmereus, vitta utringue dupiici longi- 
tudinali alba, abdomine albido, gula fusco punctata, 

Cinereous-brown Snake, with a double longitudinal white band 
on each side, whitish abdomen, and throat speckled with 
brown. 

Coluber Schockar. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel, p. 1115. Forsk, F. 
Arab. p. 14. 

Abdominal scuta 180, subcaudal scales 114. 


=. ПЕЗСЕТВЕР by Forskal: length about а cubit 
and half: thickness that of a finger: colour on 
the upper parts cinereous brown, with a double 
longitudinal white stripe on each side, and in the 
more advanced or older specimens, a narrow 
middle or dorsal stripe, consisting of small whitish 
spots : throat yellowish, spotted with brown : head 
ovate, obtuse, and covered with large scales: tail 
about a third of the whole length: native of the 
woody parts of Arabia. - 





BEATAEN SNAKE. 
Coluber Beataen. Forsk. F. Arab. p. 15. 


A POISONOUS species, mentioned by Forskal, 
who, however, only tells us that it-is black and 
white, and that its bite is immediately fatal, the 
body swelling in consequence. 


525 


HOELLEICK SNAKE, 
Coluber Hoelleik, Forsk, F. Arab, р. 15. 


ENTIRELY of a red colour: length about a foot : 


its bite causes an inflamed tumour ; and its breath 


is said to excite an itching on the skin: native of · 


Arabia. 


ee 


d ЈАВА SNAKE, 
Coluber Jara, C. niger, punctis linearibus geminatis albis, collari 
]  flavescentibus, 
Black Snake, with double linear white specks, and yellowish 
collar and abdomen, $ 
Јата Potoo. Russ. Ind, Serp. р. 19. pl. 44. 
Abdominal scuta 175, subcaudal scales 56. 


ГІехотн about fifteen inches: colour black 


above, each scale marked by two minute white 
lines: round the back of the head a yellowish col- 

Лаг: abdomen of the same colour: tai! very short, 
tapering suddenly to a point : native of India. 
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ARNEE SNAKE. . 


Coluber Arnensis. C. fusco-flavescens, fasciis angustis trans- 
versis nigricantibus albo marginatis, abdomine albido, 

Yellowish-brown Snake, with narrow, blackish, transverse 
bands edged with white, and»pale abdomen. 

Russ. Ind, Serp. p. 43. t. 38. 

Abdominal scuta 169, subcaudal scales 50. 


Leneru about a foot and half: colour above 
yellowish brown, with moderately distant, black- 
ish or very deep brown transverse bands edged 
with white: abdomen pale: head small: tail ra- 
ther short, and tapering to a sharp-pointed tip: 
native of the country of Arnee in the East Indies. 








SAGITTATED SNAKE, 


Coluber Sagittatus. C. fuscus, maculis dorsalibus sugittatis al- 
bidis nigro marginatis, 

Brown Snake, with whitish sagittated dorsal spots edged with 
black. 

Tar Tutta, Russ. Ind, Serp. p. 20. pl. 15. 

Abdominal scuta 229, subcaudal scales 87. 


Lenctu about two feet: habit slender: heac 
rather large, round, obtuse, and covered with large 
scales: neck slender: colour of the upper parts 
yellowish brown, variegated on the back with a 


2 Кіпа of continued chain of sagittated or triangular 


spots, the sides extending pretty much, and the 
tips pointing forwards: these spots are edged with 
black, and become fainter towards the tail, which 


т^ 
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STREAKED SNAKE. 597 


is slender, and gradually tapers to a point: abdo- 
men yellowish white, the scuta marked by a dusky 
spot on cach side: native of India. 





———— ——--— 
STREAKED SNAKE, 


Coluber Striatus. С. migro-virescens, albo јазскио-тасија ма, 
subtus albido-cerulescens. 

Greenish-black Snake, with spotted white bands, and blueish 
white abdomen. 

Сајоб Tutta. Russ. Ind. Serp, p. 22. pl. 16. 

Abdominal scuta 174, subcaudal scales 40, 


- XLENcTH about fourteen inches: colour above 
greenish black, marked by about twenty trans- 
verse fascix, each composed of a number of lon- 
gitudinal, abrupt, white or yellowish white streaks, 
and along the sides of the body are interrupted 
rows of similar streaks: head plain, obtuse, and 
large-scaled: abdomen blueish white: tail very 
small, and tapering to a point: native of India. 


| 
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FASCIOLATED SNAKE. 


= | 
Coluber Fasciolatus. С. cinereus, fasciis transversis -— ab- 
domine glauco, | 
Cinereous Snake, with whitish transverse bails and glaucous 
abdomen. 
Nooni Paragoodoo. ‘Rus. Ind. Shp. s р. 26. pl. 21. 
Abdominal scuta 192, subcaudal scales 62. 


Гехотн about two feet: habit rather slender : 
colour grey-brown, marked with equidistant, nar- 
rowisb, transverse white bands spotted оп ће 
edges with black: head ovate, of moderate size, 
and large-scaled: tail slender, and tapering toja 
point: abdomen dusky pearl-coloured : native of 


India, where its bite is popularly believed to be 


mortal; but Dr. Russel’s experiments on chickens 
prove this notion to be entirely erroneous, the ani- 
mal being unprovided with fangs. 


"- 





BIPED SNAKF. 


Coluber Bipes. Lim. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p.1099. Scop: Ann, 
Hist. Nat. 2. p.39. 


„A somewnar doubtful species, mentioned. by 
Scopoli as an inhabitant of the "Tyrolese waters, 
and said to be furnished with | two short processes 
or feet, and to have red eyes, elliptic dorsal scales, 
and the lateral ones spotted with white: scuta 


Mrs a a ‘dusky spot in the middle : perhaps 


no O than a variety of the 'atriz, 


LINEATED SNAKE. 


Coluber Lineatus. C, ceruleo-cirescens, lineis tribus vel quinque 
fuscis, intermedia latiore, 


Blueish-green Snake, with three or five brown linear Pow of 
which the middle one is broadest. 


Coluber lineatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 382. Mus. Ad, Frid, p, 
30. t. 12. f. 1. and t. 90. f. 1. 

Serpens Ceilonica lineis subfuscis. Seb. 2. t. 12. f. 3. 

Abdominal scuta 169, subcaudal scales 84. 


Tnis is a highly elegant species, but differs 
considerably in appearance, according to the dif- 
ferent periods of its growth: its general colour is 
a pale and somewhat gilded blueish green above, 
marked throughout the whole length by five lon- 
gitudinal narrow bands or stripes, of which the 
middle one is considerably broader than the others, 
and of a deep dusky green, with black edges and 
specks : on each side, at some distance, is a rather 
narrower stripe of similar colour, and beneath this 
on each side is a black line. In the small or 
younger specimens there are rarely more than 
three stripes; the appearance of the lower or nar- 
row linear side-stripe being scarce apparent: the 
habit of the animal is long and slender or flagelli- 
form, with a small head, a long, thin tail, and a 
flattish abdomen : the stripes on the head are con- 
tinued to the tip of the snout, which is obtuse, It 
isa native of several parts of India, and is com- 
monly about two or three feet in length. It isa 
perfectly innoxious species. 
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DART SNAKE. | 


Coluber Jaculatrix. С. albidus lineis tribus. nigricantibys, inter- 
media latiore. 

Whitish Snake, with three blackish stripes, the middle one 
broadest. 

Coluber Jaculatrix. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 381. 

Serpens Americana Xequipiles dicta. Seb. 2. t. 1. f. 9. 

Abdominal scuta 163, subcaudal scales 77. 


Моси allied to the dineatus in general appear- 
ance, but is a smaller species: colour whitish, 
. with a tinge of blue; and marked by three longi- 
tudinal black or deep-brown stripes, of which the 
middle one is by much the broadest: abdomen 

e or whitish: it appears to vary in colour, a 
specimen described by Seba being of a yellowish 
cast, with the stripes ferruginous: in the number 
of scuta and squamz it very nearly resembles the 
lineatus: itisa native of Surinam, and is consi- 
dered as a harmless animal. 





SIBILANT SNAKE, 


Coluber Sibilans. С. cerulesecus, lineis quinque migricantibus, са- 
pite maculato. 

Blueish Snake, with five dusky ЊЕ and spotted head. 

Coluber Sibilans. Јав. Syst. Nat. р. 383. 

Seb. Mus. 1. t. 109. f. 1. and 2. t. 56. f. 4. t. 107. f. 4. 

Abdominal scuta 166, subcaudal scales 100. 


— Мосн allied in general appearance to the Zinea- 
` tus, being of a long slender habit, and marked 
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with five dark lines or longitudinal stripes on a 
blueish ground-colour : the chief or middle dorsal 
stripe is the broadest, and is nearly black, with a 
whitish speck on each of it component scales: at 
some distance from this are a pair of rather mar- 
rower stripes of similar appearance, and below 
these another pair of still narrower or more linear 
ones: the space between the second or lowermost 
pair is of a paler colour than the rest of the skin, 
or whitish: the abdomen is also of similar colour: 
the head is ovate, covered with large scales, and 
marked with several oblong, blue, and slightly 
angular spots with black edges: the middle or 
central spot is of a form somewhat resembling 
that of a horse-shoe, with the divisions pointing 
forwards: the interstices between the spots are 
of a pale or whitish colour: the tail is very long 
and slender. This species is of considerable size, 
sometimes measuring four feet in length: it occa- 
sionally exhibits a kind of gilded tinge on the 
skin, and the stripes are sometimes of а chesnut 
or reddish cast. It is an Asiatic species, and of 
an innoxious character. 
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SITULA SNAKE. - 


“Coluber Situla. C. griseus vitta longitudinaü utrinque lnea nigra 


DT marginata. 
| Grey Snake, with a longitudinal dusky band bounded on each 


side by a black line. 
Coluber Situla. Lin. Syst. Nat. р. 385. 
Abdominal scuta 236, subcaudal scales 45. 


Or this species little more is known than what 
may be collected from its specific character: it is 
a native of Egypt, and appears to have been first 
described by Hasselquist. 





SAURITE SNAKE. 


Coluber Saurita. С. fuscus, vittus tribus ceruleo-virentibus. 
Brown Snake, with three blue-green stripes. 

Coluber Saurita. Lin, Syst. Nat. p. 385. 

Ribbon Snake. Саѓеѕр, Carol, 2. t. 50. 

Abdominal scuta 156, subcaudal scales 121. 


ГА species of considerable beauty : colour brown 
above, with three moderately broad longitudinal 
blueish-green or whitish stripes: abdomen ‘pale 

` blueish green: the brown colour has sometimes а 
| ferruginous cast, and the blue-green exhibits a 
` degree of iridescent variation: the ћсад is rather 

small and slightly pointed ; the, whole habit long 
sand slender, and the tail thin: it is said to be an 
| “animal extremely swift in its motions, frequenting 
14 trees, and inhabiting Carolina, and many other 
‘parts of North America: it is perfectly innocent, 
хара is about.three feet in length. 


VITTATED SNAKE, а 


Coluber Vittatus. С, albido-caerulescens, vittis tribus NEN 


intermedia. angustissima, abdomine albo, scutis Au 
ginatis. 


Blueish-white Snake, with three blackish stripes, the middle 


one extremely narrow, and white abdomen with the acus 
bordered with brown. 


Serpens Rotang, &c. Seb. Т. t. 25. f. 4. 
Coluber de Terragona, Seb, 2. t. 60. f. 2, 3. 
Coluber vittatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p, 380. 
Abdominal scuta 142, subcaudal scales 78. 


А MIDDLE-SIZED specics, of a moderately slen- 
der habit, growing to the length of about two 
feet and a half: colour pale blue or whitish; 
marked down the whole length of the back by 
three black or deep-brown stripes, the middle one 
being much narrower than the others: between the 
middle and the side-stripes are also intcrposed а 
pair of extremely narrow or linear stripes, which 
are gradually lost or obliterated after passing some 
distance down the back : the head is rather small 
than large, of a longish form, but not sharp- 
snouted, covered with large scales, and marked 
above by black variegations, two narrow bands 
passing over the snout, a much broader one pass- 
ing horizontally between the eyes, and being dilat- 
ed. behind ‘into a large lobatef patch on the top of 
the head, with two very small, oval, white spots in 
the middle: ‘the hinder divisions of this patch are- 
continued to some little distance on each side the | 
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neck into two orthree ovate black spots, from the j 
last of which commence the very-narrow or lingar 
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stripes before mentioned: the under parts of the 
animal are white, each scutum being very deeply 
margined with black or dark brown, thus form- 
ing во many transverse bands on the abdomen 
айа tail, and affording a very characteristic mark 
of the species : the tail is of moderate length, slen- 
der, and gradually tapers to a fine point. This 
snake is a native of South America, and is consi- 
dered as an innocuous species: it appears to vary 
sometimes in colour, Seba describing specimens 
in which the stripes were red instead of brown or 
black. 





BLACK-BACKED SNAKE. 


Coluber Melanotus. С. albidus vittis tribus approzimatis nigris, 
intermedia latissima. 

Whitish Snake, with three approximated black bands, the 
middle one very wide. 

Serpens Africana Bona Spei eleganter lemniscata. Seb. 2 
t. 62. f. 3. 

Abdominal scuta 158, subcaudal scales 50. 


А MIDDLE-SIZED, Or rather smallish species: 
· length about a foot and half or two feet: habit 
moderately slender: colour whitish, with three 
black or dark brown dorsal stripes, of which the 
middle one is very*broad, and the others ratber 
narrow: all pretty closely placed: head of mode- 
rate size, covered with large scales, and of a pale 
colour; néck sometimes marked on each side by 
_ а row of five or six roundish black spots, suc- 
ceeded by the side stripes: abdomen white. 


иё. 


SIRTAL SNAKE. 


Coluber Sirtalis. C."fuscus, vittis tribus viridi-ceerulescentibus, . 
Brown Snake, with three blucish-zreen bands. ^ 

Coluber Sirtalis. Lin, Syst. Nat, р. 383... "Le 
Abdominal scuta 150, subcaudal scales 114. : 


Osservep by Kalm in Canada: a slender spe- 
cies, of a brown colour above, with three longi- 
tudinal blue green stripes: body said by Linnieus 
to be slightly striated. 


o 
TRISCAL SNAKE. 


Coluber Triscalis. C. glaucus, lineis tribus fuscis ad nucham 
conjunctis. 

Glaucous Snake, with three brown lines conjoined at the back 
of the neck. 

Coluber Triscalis. Lin, Syst. Nat. p. 385. 

Abdominal scuta 195, subcaudal scales 86. 


A SMALL but beautiful species, measuring about 
а foot and half in length, and being of a sea-green 
colour, marked above by four rufous stripes which 
gradually unite into threc, and afterwards into 
two, and at length, on the tail, form one single 
stripe: the head is covered with large scales, those 
on the other parts being smooth or not carinated: | 
the tail measures about a fifth of the whole wee 
native of, South Amgen. ~ 
А 


+ (+ Е фл. B ў 


ELEGANT SNAKE. | 


` Coluber Elegans. С. griseo-flavescens, fasciis tribus latis reti- 
culatis nigricantibus, fascia abdominali latissima, capite fusco 
irrorato, 

Yellowish-grey Snake, with three broad reticulated blackish 
bands, a very broad abdominal band, and head freckled 
with brown. 

Serpens catenata ex Nova Hispania. Seb. 2. t. 60, f. 1. 

Abdominal scuta 202, subcaudal scales 145. 


Hasır long and slender: length about two 
feet: head long, obtuse, large scaled, and of a 
grey colour, freckled with innumerable dusky 
points: on the back a broad, rich chain or stripe 
formed by four: or five reticulated black lines on 
a blueish or glaucous ground: on each side the 
body a similar stripe, but narrower, and consist- 
ing only of two black lines: the colour of the 
body between the stripes is yellowish grey ; and 
between the stripes and abdomen yellowish white: 
the abdomen itself is marked by a very broad reti- 
culated and punctated stripe of a greyish colour 
with dusky variegations: the tail is very long and 
narrow. This snake is well figured in Seba, who 
represents it as a native of South America. In 
the British Museum are specimens preserved in 
spirits: in the living animal the colours are pro- 
bably much more brilliant than in the above de- 
scription. 4 
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TENIATED SNAKE, 


Coluber Teniatus. С, gloucus, fasciis duabus nigris latissimis, 
lateribus nigro maculatis, scutis utrimque. macula semiorbiculate 


nigra. 

Glaucous Snake, with two very broad black bands, the sides 
spotted with black, and the scutw marked on each side by a 
semiorbicular black spot. 

„Abdominal scuta 148, subenudal scales 07, 


SizE and proportion of Berus: general colour 
glaucous; abdomen paler: along the back, from 
head to tail, an extremely broad and conspicuous 
pair of black fillets, leaving a whitish space in the 
middle: sides of the body below the fillets blue 
and spotted, as in the rivged snake, with black 
marks, scuta marked on cach side at a small di- 
stance from their commencement, by a smallish 
semi-orbicular black spot; head obtuse, covered 
with large scales, and marked by a dilated black- 
ish spot and а sharp-poiuted white line pointing 
towards the snout: tail slender, and gradually 
tapering to a point. Described from a specimen 
iu the British Museum. 
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PECOROUS SNAKE. 


Coluber Decorus. С. ca@ruleo-virescens, fascia utrinque. duplici 
nigra, collo utrinque nigro maculato. 

Blucish-green Snake, with a double lateral black band, and 
the neck spotted on cach side with black. 

Abdominal scuta 170, sübceudal squamae 132. 


Hasır slender and flagelliform: length about 
two feet and a half: colour pale, blueish, gilded 
green, with iridescent variegations : beneath paler 
or more inclining to white : on each side the body, 
near the abdomen, a double black stripe: head 
longish, large scaled, unspotted, and marked on 
each side, through the еуез, by a broadish black 
stripe broken into spots, and which, passing to 
some little distance along the neck, becomes di- 
vided, and forms the double lateral stripe before 
mentioned: eyes large: tail very long, slender, 
and gradually tapering to a fine point. Described 
from a specimen in the British Museum. 


BILINEATED SNAKE, 


Coluber Bilineatus, С, rufus, fasciis duabus luteis, 

Rufous Snake, with two gold-yellow stripes, 

La Double-Waie. Cepede Serp. p. 220. pl. 10. f. 2. * 
Abdominal scuta 205, subcaudal scales 99. 


Tuis is described by the Count de Cepede, who 
informs us that it is a beautiful species, mea- 
suring about two feet one inch im total length, 
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the tail measuring six inches and six lines: the 
colour of the upper parts is rufous, each scale bor- 
dered with yellow, and down the back, from the 
back of the head to the end of the tail, ran two 
bright gold-yellow stripes: the head is furnished 
with large scales, and those on the body are 
smooth or uncarinated: its native country is un- 
known. 





BUGLE SNAKE. 


Coluber Gemmatus. С, cæruleus, fascia medio nigra albo-macu* 
lata, lateralibus albis. 

Blue Snake, with a black middle-stripe spotted with white, 
&nd two lateral white stripes. н 

Le Chapelet, Cepede Serp. р. 246. pl. 12. f. 1. 

Abdominal scuta 166, subcaudal scales 103, 


А BEAUTIFUL species: length about fifteen or 
sixteen inches: colour of the upper parts blue, 
with three narrow equidistant stripes from head to 
tail, the two lateral stripes being white, the middle 
one black, marked by a row of small white specks 
alternately oblong and round, representing а small 
string of beads and bugles: head large-scaled and 
marked on each side by three or four spots forming 
a band across the eyes, the top spotted with pale 
blue marks bordered with black: the abdomen is 
white, each scutum being marked at its edge, near 
the body, with a small black speck, forming two 
rows down the abdomen: tative country un- 
known: described by Cepede from a specimen in 
the Royal Cabinet. 


EIGHT-LINED SNAKE. 


Coluber Octolineatus. С. subferrugineus, lineis octo nigris, 
Subferruginous Snake, with eight black lines. 
Abdominal scuta 185? subcaudal scales 65? 


А smatt Snake, about the size of a middling 
earthworm: colour pale ferruginous, marked by 
eight distinct black lines or stripes from head to 

„Чап; the two principal ones running down the top 

< of the back, and the rest, whica are narrower, 
down the sides : head scarce larger than the neck, 
large-scaled, blunt-nosed, and marked over the 
snout by a transverse black band passing through 
the eyes: the two principal or dorsal stripes unite 
in a sharp point on the top of the head : abdomen 
white: tail short, measuring about an inch and 
half, and tapering pretty suddenly. Described 
from specimens in the British Museum, having the 
appearance of very young animals: native coun- 
try unknown. 


INTESTINAL SNAKE, 


Coluber Intestinalis. С. subferrugineus, supra lineis tribus albis, 
dorsali super caput bifurca, abdomine albo nigroque vario, 

Subferruginous Snake, marked above by three white lines, the 
dorsal one forked on the head, the abdomen variegated with 
black and white. 

Serpentula gracilis longa Guineensis. Seb. 2. Ё. 2. f. 7. 


A SMALL, slender species, described and figured 
by Seba, measuring about a foot and half in 
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length: colour above pale ferruginous marked by 
three narrow white lines, of which that on the 
back is continued to the top of the snout, where it 
divides into two gtreaks: abdomen whitish varie- 
gated with transverse black bars: head rather 
large, and, so far as appears from Seba's figure, 
covered with small scales : native of Guinea. 








DIONE SNAKE. 


Coluber Dione. С. caerulescens, fusco maculatus, lineis (rims 
albidis, 

Pale blue Snake, spotted with brown, with three whitish lines, 

Coluber Dione. Lin, Syst, Nat. Gmel, p. 1106. Pal. it. 2 
p. 717. 

Abdominal scuta 190, subcaudal scales 66. 


Hanrr slender: length about two feet: head 
small, tetragonal, and commofily reticulated with 
blackish sutures: colour of the whole upper parts 
pale blue, with three paler or whitish lines, the in- 
termediate spaces being marked with а row of 
dusky alternaf®, and sometimes subconfluent spots 
or patches: abdomen pale, freckled with minute 
livid spots interspersed with red specks: tail about 
a sixth part of the whole length. This species is 
а native of the salt deserts towards the Caspian 
sea, and of the hilly regions near the river Irtin, 
aud was first described by Dr. Pallas. 


TRIFASCIATED SNAKE. 


Coluber Trifasciatus. С. fasciis tribus latis nigris, intermedia 
linca alba divisa, abdomine lineis tribus punctatis, 
Snake with three broad black stripes, the middle one divided 
by a white line, and three spotted lines lown the abdomen. 
— 


А sMALL species, measuring about a foot in 
length, and being rather thick in proportion: co- 
lour above black, formed by three broad stripes, 
of which the middle one itself is parted down the 
middle by a very narrow white line: abdomen 
white, marked by three rows of black spots: head 
rather small than large, blackish, with white or 
pale sutures: described from a specimen in the 
Museum of Dr. William Hunter. 





STOLATED SNAKE. 


Coluber Stolatus. С. glaucus, fasciis duabus albidis, maculis sube 
quadratis transversis fuscis interjectis. 

Glaucous Snake, with two whitish stripes, $a squarish trans- 
verse brown spots between, 

Coluber stolatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 379. 

Seb, Mus. 2. t. 14. f. 1, 3. 

Abdominal scuta 143, subcaudal scales 76. 


Or middling size, measuring from a foot and 
half to two feet or more in length: habit rather 
slender: colour above blueish grey, with a pair of 
moderately distant white lines down the back, and 
a continued series of brown transverse, equidistant 
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zones: abdomen pale or white, each scutum being 
marked on each side by two small black specks ; 
head large-scaled, pale or blueish above, and of mo- 
derate size: tail rather short, and tapering to a 
point. Native of India: mistakenly marked in the 
Systema Nature as a poisonous species. 
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TRILINEATED SNAKE. 
Coluber Trilineatus. С. rufus, lineis tribus nigris, 
Rufous Snake, with three black lines 


La Trois-Raies. Cepede Serp. p. 254. 
Abdominal scuta 169, subcaudal scales 34. 


Гехотн about а foot and half: colour above 
rufous, marked throughout the whole length by 


three black lines or narrow stripes: head covered 


with large scales: tail about two inches and three 
quarters long: native of Africa: described by 
the Count de Cepede. 


BOCHIK. 


Serpens ZEgyptiaca Bochir dicta, Seb, 2. ё, 38. f. 3. 


Ѕт2 and general habit of the Viper, but the 
head covered in front with moderately large 
scales: the head is also very short, and variegated 
with red spots: colour of tue whole animal cinere- 
ous yellow, marked along the upper part by five 
deep rufous stripes or lines from head to tail: ab- 
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` domen speckled with black points: tail shortish, 
. and gradually tapering to a sharp tip: native of 
Egypt, according to Seba. 





p ) 
AURORA SNAKE. 1 


Coluber Aurora. C. croceus, fascia dorsali abdumineque flavis. 
Orange-coloured Snake, with yellow dorsal band and abdomen. 
Coluber Aurora, Lin. Syst. Nat, p. 379. Mus. Ad. Frid. 
| y p. 25.t. 19. 
Ри Serpens Acontias, &c. Seb. 2. 7. 78. f. 3. 
Abdominal scuta 179, subcaudal scales 37. 


Lenotu about two feet and а half, and mode- 
rately thick in proportion: colour dull orange, ^ 
with a broad dorsal line of pale yellow: head ra- 
ther large, and covered with very large scales: 

. those on the body are also of considerable size : 
abdomen yellow: tail ‘rather short, and tapering 
to an obtuse point: native of South America. 





IBIRACOA. 


Serpens Brasiliensis Jberacoa dicta, Seb. 1. t. 87. f. 1, 9, 3. 
Serpens Xaralhua. Seb. Mus. 2. t. 63, f. 2. 


i A BEAUTIFUL snake, figured in the work of 
Seba : length about two feet: colour pale or whit- 
ish yellow, tinged with red, blue, &c. and marked 
above by several parallel longitudinal rows of 
black linear spots, the middle.or broadest range 
consisting rather of broadish spots, more espe- 
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cially towards the head, which is of a lengthened 
form, white on the top, speckled with black, co- 
vered with large scales, and marked along each 
„сћеек by a broad black band united at the begin- 
ning of the neck by a transverse bar, from the 
back of which proceed a pair of abrupt streaks down 
the sides of the neck: tail4ffoderately slender, ta- - 
pering to a fine point: abdomen white: native of 
South America. In the kind called Халаћћиа 
by Seba, figured at pl. 63 of vol. 2. the head is 
yellow with thc black cheek stripes, and the body 
white, with four narrow lines along the upper 
part, the two middle ones being black, and the 
two exterior red: perhaps, after all, these snakes 
may be no other than varieties of some of the 
Linnwan lineated species, which are kuown to* 
vary considerably in their colours, and in the dise 


position of their marks. Y 
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PALE SNAKE 


Coluber Pallidus, С. griseus, fusco punctatus, lineis utrimque — . 
duabus lateralibus interruptis nigris, 

Grey Snake, Speckled with brown, with а double, interrupted, 4i 
black line on euch side. 


Coluber Pallidus, Lin. Sys. Nar. р. 251. Mus: Ad Frid. 


p. 31. 1. f. f. 2. | 
Serpens Americana lemniscata. Sb. 2, f. 11, /: 3. РР 
Abdominal scuta 156, subenudal scales 90, 


Резскгвер in the Amoenitates Academica. |: 
Habit slender: length a foot and half: thickness 
that of a swan quill: back slightly angulated on z 


C= ta i | "7 = 


Mot. | 
| 546 | LONG-SNOUTED SNAKE. 


А each side: head roundish, much thicker than the 
neck, covered with large scales: a double black 
line beyond the eyes, and which, in passing along 
the sides of the body, is occasionally interrupted: , 
ground-colour pale, variegated with scattered 
grey spots and points: tail very slender towards 
the tip, so that thé scales are with difficulty 
counted on that part: native of India: varies 
considerably in the number of scuta, &c. 





LONG-SNOUTED SNAKE. 


Coluber Mycterizans, <C. gracilis viridis, naso subtetragono elon- 
gato acuminato, linea utriaque abdomtinali flava, 

Slender green Snake, with subtetragonal lengthened sharp- 
pointed snout, and a yellow line on each side the abdomen. 

Blueish-green Snake. Catesh, Carol. 2. t. 47. 

-Abdominal scuta 192, subcaudal scales 167. 


Согоо grass-green, with a yellow line on each 
'side the abdomen : habit remarkably slender, mea- 
suring about three feet and а half in length, and 
about half an inch in diameter: head moderately 
large, long, and very sharp-snouted, the upper 
jaw running far beyond the lower, and being of 
an obscurely tetragonal form : sometimes this spe- 
cies varies in having an additional pair of yellow 
abdominal lines, running down the middle of that 
part : it is an innoxious snake, though erroneously 
marked as poisonous in the Systema Nature, ow- 
‘ing to the fang-like appearance of its large and 
long teeth in the upper jaw. It is a native of 
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many parts of North America, where it is princi- 

pally seen on trees, moving with great velocity in 

pursuit of insects, on which it is said principally 
o feed. 


VAK.? 
a 

A su PPosED variety of this Snake is described 
and figured in Dr. Russel's work on Indian Ser- 
pents, differing from the above in the colour of 
the'under parts, which, instead of being green, 
are of a cinereous pink-colour, elegantly freckled 
with very numerous minute black and yellowish 
dots, the margins of the scuta being edged with 
dull yellow: the skin of the neck also, when the 
animal is irritated, exhibits, by the dilatation of 
the skin on that part, a beautiful variegation of 
black and white reticular marks, which disappear 
when at rest: this variety, if such it be, is of am 
apparently ferocious nature, hissing violently and 
snapping at.any thing opposed to it, but produc» 
ing no other effect by its bite.than that of teme 
porary pain in consequence of mere puncture : itis 
known by the name of Botla Passeriki. See Rus- 
sel's Indian Serpents, pl. 13. The number of ab- | 
dominal scuta is 174, and of subcaudal squama 
148. Another snake, agreeing with the above, 
except in having the abdomen pale green, is also 
figured in Dr. Russel's work, under the name of. 
Passeriki Pam: its ађдонлпа! scuta are 178, and 
the subeaudal scales 166. The Coluber Mycteri- 
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zans, in all its states, appears to vary considerably 
in the number of these parts. 


COLUBER NASUTUS. 


Serpens viridis ore acuminato ex Java, Aspidis species. Seb. 24 
К t, 57. f. +. 


{7 Coroum a beautiful grass-green, with a yel- 
low lateral line at the edges of the abdomen, as in 
the Mycterizans : general length about three feet: 
habit moderately slender: head rather large, and 
covered in front with very large scales, and sharp- 
pointed, the upper jaw projecting considerably 
beyond the lower: tail long and slender: well 
figured in the work of Seba: so nearly allied to 
the Mycterizans as to be scarce distinguishable by 
a specific character, but seems to have a somewhat 
larger head in proportion, and to be somewhat 


less slender in the body: native, according to 
Seba, of Java. 


f 


PURPURASCENT SNAKE. 4 


Coluber Purpurascens. С, violacco-virescens, linea utrinque aò- 
dominali pallida, 

Violaceous-green Snake, with а pale line on each side the ab- 
domen. > 

Serpens canora purpurea Cacubae Seb, 2. t. 82. f. 3. 

Abdominal scuta 212, subcaudal scales 182. 


ExTREMELY resembling the nasutus and myc- 
terizans in general habit, except in the article of 
the pointed snout, the bead in this being of àn 
ovate form, with a moderately tapering, but not 
pointed upper jaw : its colour is an obscure green, 
with a very strong cast of violet purple: the skin 
about the neck and back appearing and forming 
in some parts a kind of reticular variegation as in 
the ahetulla, mycterizans, &c. on each side the 
abdomen is a white or whitish-yellow stripe, and 
in some specimens two other stripes of similar 
colour pass along the middle of that part. 
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„3 IRIDESCENT SNAKE. 


-Coluber Ahztulla, С. viridi-ceruleus nitidissimus, abdomine pal- , 
lido, fascia oculari n'gra. 

Bright blue-green iridescent Snake, with pale abdomen and 
black streak across the eyes. 

Coluber Ahztulla, Lin. Syst, Nat, р. 387. Mus. Ad, Frid. 
р. 35. t. 99. 

Serpens. ornatissima Amboinensis Boiguatrara dicta. Seb, 2, 
?, 82. f. 1. 

Abdominal scuta 163, subcaudal scales 150. 


+s 


Ove of the most beautiful of the whole serpent 
tribe, and, in general, easily distinguished by its 
blue-green gilded tinge, accompanied by iri- 
descent hues: its habit is long and slender, mea- 
suring about three fect and a half, or four feet, in 
length, and about half or three quarters of an inch 
in diameter: the skin, between the scales, is 
blackish, and in some parts gives an additional 
beauty to the general colour: across the cheeks, 
passing through the eyes, is a jet black streak : the 
head is covered above with large scales, and the 
snout 15 slightly elongated, but by no means 
pointed: the abdomen is pale and flattish, as in 
the mycterizans and some others of this tribe, and 
the tail is angular, thin, and of very considerable 
length. This species is entirely innocent, and is 
a native of several parts of India. | ~ 


-- 
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SUMMER SNAKE. 


Coluber Æstivus, С, viridi-cerwleus gracilis rostro obtuso, ab- 
domine virescente, 

Blue-green slender Snake, with obtuse snout, and pale-green 
abdomen. 


Green Snake. — Catesb, Carol. 2. pl, 57. 
Abdominal scuta 155, subcaudal scales 144, 


Hasır long and flagelliform as in the Ahztulla: 
general length about three feet : head obtuse; co- 
lour of the whole upper parts blue-green, with a 
slight purplish cast in some specimens: abdomen 
pale blue-green: tail very long and slender: na- 
tive of many parts of North America, residing on 
trees, and preying on flies and other insects. Ca- 
tesby affirms that it is easily reclaimed from its 
natural wildness, becoming tame and familiar, 
and adds, that some people will carry it in their 
bosoms. 





FILIFORM SNAKE, 


Coluber Filiformis. С. angustissimus niger, subtus albus. 

Extremely slender black Snake, white beneath. 

Coluber filiformis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 388. Mus, Ad, Frid, 
p. 36, t. 17, f. 2. 

Abdominal scuta 165, subcaudal scales 158. 


DESCRIBED b by Linnæus in the Museum Adol- 
phi Friderici: length about a foot; thickness 
scarcely that of a goose quill; colour black above, , 
appearing like 2 broad dorsal stripe : beneath * 
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559, *9 BLACK-TAILED SNAKE. 


‘white: head ovate, twice the diameter of the 
body, black above, and white beneath : tail above 
a third of the whole length, very slender, and 
sharp-pointed : native of India. Linnzus observes 
that it is not quite certain that it may not’be a 
snake in a young or unadvanced state. 





BLACK-TAILED SNAKE. 


Coluber Melanurus. С. fusco-flavescens, capite meculisque dua- 
bus caudalibus nigris. 

Yellowish-brown Snake, with black head and two black spots 
on the tail. 

Russ. Ind. Serp. p. 12. pl. 8. 

Abdominal scuta 241, зиђенида! scales 32, 


A sxMALL species, of a slender habit: length 
about ten or cleven inches; thickness scarcely 
that of a goose quill, and nearly of equal diameter 
from head to the tip of the tail: colour light yel- 
lowish brown, with a dotted black line running 
from head to tail along the middle of the back ; 
and a few fainter fillets on the sides: the head 15 
small, ovate, black, and covered with large scales: 
the tail is very short, scarce measuring more than 
an inch in length, and at its origin is marked, on 
the upper part, by a large rhomboid black spot, 
edged with white, and having a white speck in 
the middle: the tip of the tail is also marked by 
a similar black spot: the abdomen is of a pale 
orange-colour, but the under part of the tail is 

* white; speckled and variegated with black. This 
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little snake is a native of India, and. is.described 
and figured in Dr. Russel’savork on the Indian Ser- 
‘ents: its bite is said to be painful ; but, from the 
experiment of Dr, Russel on the subject he exa- 
mined, it appeared not to be poisonous to a chicken 
e breast it was provoked to bite, and to which 

it, adhered firmly for nearly а minute: the mouth, > 
however, when closely examined, appears to be 
furnished with fangs. 








COLLARED SNAKE. Tu. 


Coluber Torquatus. С, supra niger, subtus ruber, collari albo. 
Smal] Snake, black above, red beneath, with a white collar 
round the neck. ec 
Little black and red Snake. Edw. p. 349. 
Another small Snake ? Edw, Glean, 3. p. 291. 
md | 
А SMALL species, less than an earthworm: head | 
and upper parts of a polished jet-black, colour: . 
abdomen bright red : round the neck a white col- 
lar: head rather large, and covered with large 
scales: eyes- flame-coloured ; native of Pensyl- 
vania, where it inhabits the crevices of rocks, old 
walls, &c. feeding on insects, and seldom арреат- 
ing abroad. (> | ! 
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CuEsNUT-COLOURED store, ani deep yel v 
beneath ; the two colours being divided by а bl\e- 
and-black speckled line: round the neck a collar 
of yellow spots : ifative of Pensylvania. 
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{ HYDRUS, WATER-SNAKE. 


Generic Character. 


Corpus anterius gracile, sen- || Body slender in front gradu- 
sim crassescens, squamo-|| ally thickening, scaled. 
sum. 

Cauda anceps. || Тан compressed. 


Tus genus Нудгиз is of late institution, and 
comprehends those Serpents which naturally inha- 
bit the water, whether fresh or salt, without ever 
making their appearance on land, except when 
driven there by accident. In their general ap- 
pearance they are most allied to the Angues, and 
are particularly distinguished by having laterally 
compressed or flattened tails. This genus was 
first instituted by Mr. Schueider, who has, how- 
ever, admitted into it two species which seem more 
properly to belong to the genus Acrochordus, and 
which the reader will find so stationed in the pre- 
sent work, 

Sea, or Water-Serpents, as Mr. Schneider ob- 
serves, appear to have been known to the ancients ; 
since they are mentioned by the Greek writers; 
lian quoting a passage from an anonymous au- 
thor relative to snakes of very large size-and with 











| Тћеу ате 
Periplus Maris 4 
Serves, that se 
water, or clse 


` also mentioned by Arrian it fl 
| Erythrari, &c. &c. Aristotle € 
pents are either of land or fh 


r doy allied 
the rest, is a 


to the genus Coluber than ; 
Lu and is 


native Of the Indian amd 

frequently seen towards thë coasts с the 

ему islands in the а - "Из general length is 

аде pe ; and ‘but it probably 
т": 
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a strong plumbeous or livid blue, with numerous, 
moderately broad, deep brown or blackish bands 
from head to tail, each completely surrounding 
the body, but being rather paler beneath than 
above: a slight tinge of yellow is also diffused 
along the abdomen and over the front of the 
head. This is a poisonous Serpent, but the fangs 
are remarkably small tor the size of the animal, 


= * 
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CASPIAN HYDRUS. 


Hydrus Caspius, “II, dorsi maculis nigris orbiculatis, стида ni- 
gricante mucrone gemino, uno supra alterum posito, Schneid, 
Amph. fase. Y. p. 244. 

Olivaceo-cinereous Hydrus, paler beneath, with black orbicu- ' 
lar spots quincuncially disposed in four series down the back, 
and the tail terminated by a double point. 

Coluber Hydrus. Lin, Syst, Nat, Gmel. p. 1103. Pall. it. 1, 

р. 459. 


Drscuinkp by Dr. Pallas, and said to be found 
in the Rhine and the Caspian. sea: length about 
three feet; colour olivaceo-cinercous, with four 
rows of orbicular black spots disposed in a quin- 
cuncial series down the back : abdomen yellowish, 
tessclated with black: a black band on each side ~ | 
the neck, meeting in a point behind tbe head, and 
accompanied by two oblong blackish spots: tail 
almost entirely black, and terminated by a small. 
double point, one beneath the other: has the ge- 
пета! habit of an Anguis, having a small head, 
small eyes with a yellow circle, two-rows of small 
teeth, and a very long, black tongue. > de 
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2. ы EAT HYDRUS -> 


gine Mar H. licidus, fasciis decurreufibus fuscis, squamis | 
4 "афғиріе carinatis. ` 

Hydrus, with brown decurrent bands, aud ош 
carinated gcales. 







1s is a large species, which does not appear 
y to ave been yet distinctly described. Its lengtli 
а more than three fect: its colour pale or livid, 
mar ‘throughout the whole length of the back 

а ies of large transverse, semi-decurrent 

су bands: the tail banded more deeply, or so 

as to “shew less of the ground-colour: it is much 
strictured at the béginning, or place'of the vent 

Р t hence very. considerably widens towards the 

tip, which is obtusely pointed: the length of the 

tail is about four inches, and the scales which 
cover it are of a somewhat square or lozenge form, 

and so disposed as te resemble in some degree those 

of a fish: they are all marked by an abrupt 
middle carina ; the scales on the body are chiefly 
hexagonal, and are carinated in the same manner: 

| those on the head large ahd angular: along the 
- — lower part of the abdomen runs a pretty strongly 
¦ marked carina; the scales being not dilated into 
any appearance of scuta, but merely marked by a 
middle line of divisiom on the very edge of the 
carina: the verit is surrounded by a row of large, 


strong, lengthened scales; and in one specimen 


ag 


are two stri at the commencement of the 
‚уш. it the place of the vent, and at about 
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three quarters of an inch beyond it, the latter 
being terminated by a long, aculeated scale. 
This is a marine species, but its particular history 
seems to be unknown: it appears to be furnished 
on each side the upper jaw with a row of small 
teeth, one of which on each side is much larger 
than the rest, and on being ex&mined with a lens, 


being much longer in proportion than in that of 
the Rattle-Snake, and even forming a continued 
furrow along the greater part of the tooth. Na- 
tive of the Indian seas. 


VAR. 7 


A sPECIMEN somewhat less than the former, is 
of a brown colour, the dorsal bands appearing much 
less distinct: but as both animals appear to have 

* been long preserved in spirits, too much depends 
ance should not be placed. om this particular. 
These snaMes are preserved in the British Museum, 
as is also another, which, in genéral form, length, 
&c. isAllied to the preceding, but seems to have 
diffeéd cónsiderably in pattern and colour, the 
basids being yellow, decurrent, and becoming al- 
ternato-confluent beneath, so as to leave large 
round side-spots of the white ground-colour. 
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is evidently tubular, the slit towards the point - 
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SLENDER HYDRUS. 


Hydrus Gracilis. H. corpore anterius gracülimo squamis ovatis 
Ф. levibus, posterius crassiore squamis hexagonis abrupte truncatis, 
* Hydrus with the fore part of the body very slender, ond co- 
vered with smooth qvzte scales; the hind part thicker апі 
covered with abruptly-carinaicd hexagonal scales, 


" Бехоти about two feet: head very small, or 
not of greater diameter than the neck, and co- 
vered with large scales: neck and fore part of the 
body very slender, not more than about a fifth of 
an inch in diameter, and cylindric for the di- 
stance of about seven inches, when it begins to 
enlarge and flatten into a carina on the upper 
* part, which is continued to the end of the tail. 
` The slender part above mentioned is covered 
with ovate smooth scales; the remainder of the 
animal with hexagonal ones, each marked with an 
abrupt central Garina the tail is abcut an inch 
and three quarters long, flat, and obtu: ely-acumi- 
nated, but fot во broad as the thickest p. rt of the 
body: its lower edge is less carinated Алп the 
* upper, the row of hexagonal scales of the ара этеп 
being continued on this part to the tip. The 20- 
lout of the whole-animal is now grown pale, but” 
appears to have been banded all along the upper 
parts from head to tail with numerous, equidistant 
brown and somewhat obtusely pointed bands reach-- 
‘ing almost to the abdomen, those on the small or 
-ylindrie part of the body being^continucd into 
< annuli: the stricture or ipontréction a at "ВУ place 
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of the vent.is not so strongly marked.as in the 
great Hydrus, to which this species appears allied 
i some particulars. It is preserved in the Bri- 


tish Museum. 
> 





BLUEISH HY D'hUS. we 


Hydrus Cerulescens. H. cærulescens, fasciis decurrentibus сати- 
leis, abdomine albo. ر‎ 

Blucish Hydrus, with dusky-blue decurrent: bands, and white 
abdomen. 


Lenern two feet: habit resembling that of the 
Great Hydrus, but the abdomen hasa single and 
perfectly undivided row of hexagonal scales, from 
the throat to the beginning of the tail, of about 
the tenth of an inch in diameter, and forming a 
flat carina on that part: back marked by a carina 
also, but the scales not differing in shape from those 
on the rast of the body, being hexagonal, with an 
abrupt fiddie carina + head not broaderthan the — 
neck, ànd covered -Jarge.scales; tail two _ 
#псуѕ and a quarter long, aud of the usual form... 
in ghis genus, being moderately broad, but, ams 


дие preceding animal, not equalling the. thickest 4 
“part of the body. -Colour pale livid blueabove, " 


and white beneath, but marked poer 
p length, as in the preceding species, by 


t fascia of a deeper blue, and which dipon © 


hite. of the’ sides: they commence immedi- 


+ 
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lar colour. It is an East-Indian species, and is 
preserved in the British Museum. 





SHORT HY DRUS. 


Hydrus Curtus. H. flactscens curtus, fasciis decurrentibus sub- 
acuminatis fuscis, supra subconfluentibus. 

Yellowish short Hydrus, with dusky decurrent subacuminated 

+ bands somewhat confluent above. 


Leneru about а foot: body compressed, and 
considerably thicker in proportion to its length 
than in any of the preceding: head flattish, co- 
vered with large scales: neck or fore part but 
little thinner than the rest of the body : tail about 
an inch long, and of the usual form : scales on all 
parts hexagonal, and small for the size of the ani- 
mal: back carinated ; abdomen more obtusely so, 
having a row of hexagonal scales: colour pale 
yellow, with a pretty close series of deeply decur- 
rent dusky’ bands from head to tail, and ҷо placed 
as to appear alternately confluent on the: top of 
the back, more especially near the head... An 
East-Indian species. . Preserved in the Вг: ish 
ет hi „ 


Re A» - 


FASCIATED HYDRUS. 


Hydrus Fasciatus. Ж. niger, fasciis ascendentibus flavidis, 
Black Hydrus with ascendent yellowish bands, 

Anguis laticauda, Lin. Mus. Ad. Frid. 2. p. 43. 
Hydrus fasciatus. Schneid, Amph.sl. p. 240. 

Tatta Pam. — Russel s Ind. Serp. pl, 44. 


Tne Fasciated Hydrus is described and figured 
by Mr. Vosmaer, in his work on some of the rarer 
species of animals, as well as by Dr. Russel, in his 
publication on the Indian Serpents. It appears, 
from the account of Mr. Schneider, to arrive at a 
considerable size, though the specimen figured by 
Dr. Russel scarcely measures two feet in length: 
it is of a long aud slender habit, and is of a black 
colour, fasciated throughout its whole length: by 
pretty closely placed yellowish white pointed 
bands, rising upwards from the abdomen, and 
almost meeting at their tips on the ridge of the 
back: the head is small, or not broader than the 
neck, and is covered: by large scales: the neck 
cylir.dric: the back carinated, the sides declining, 
an^ the belly roundish: the scales on the trunk, 
+4il, and belly, orbicular, close, and not imbri- 

‘cated: the tail, which does not much exceed the 
diameter of ‘the body, terminates obtusely, yet 
tipped with a point: the teeth are small; a mar- 
ginal.and two рајава] rows appearing in the upper 


jaw; and, therefore, accordmg to the general rule, 
Schneider, | 


it may be supposed not poisonous: Mr. 8 ет, 
however, in the larger specimens which he сха» 
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mined, observed a large curved fang-like tooth 
on ëach side, hid, as it were, in a sheath. This 


=~ 


is a native of the Indian seas: the speci- 
b: described by Dr. Russel wa: ad on the sca 
« beach at Vizagapt d 1 Augus: E ky 88а ap- 

ИШ ола} yet, wba put 




















„ intoa uel еа Wa del to be kept for 
. experiments relative to its-bité, it very soon died. 
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Hydrus Spi пе Fusco fasciatus, {е subtus in 
longi os — у spiraliter to. “з 
‘Yellowish Н Hydrus with bra үп bands, longi y confluent 

коса nd spirally сс ntorted body. , - | 

p la ~ 

| Bur present high ғ elegant. species appears to 
have been hithe ae = is about 
two feet, and its ћађи sle body much 
compressed oughout ; the. im img into a 


5 "RIT thesabdomen beingalso ca- 
flattened edge ox, scales 
a the rest, and meas\yring 
Је amvagch in diameter: the 
_ headvis'small, and cove ed With large scales : the 
4 now seal the whole animal mo- 

“ea ant te w atly carinated: the 
jarred in a beautiful 


ening on the 
distinct and 


a side, 
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үте to constitute so many large, round, yel- - 


ow spots on a blackish ground: the back, at , 
about the middle, is marked, along its up i 
with a row of rather large, round, Wu е 
situated between the fascie, and so placed as to 
be in some parts оп one side, and in ође on 
the opposite side of the dorsal carina, while S 
few are seated on the middle of the ridge itself: — 
this variegation is continued to the tail, which is 
about an inch and three quarters long, blaek or - 
deep brown, with a few yellow patches towards its - 
beginning: it is remarkably broad for the size of 
the animal, and very thin on the edges, so as tó 
be semitransparent on those parts. = The most re- 
markable circumstance in this snake is the singu 
lar obliquity of its form; the body in different 
parts being alternately flatter on one side ал. the 
other, and the pattern completely expressed ony 
the flattened side only ; the other or more convex _ 
side being unmarked by the round spats, and lying 
as it were bencath; thus constituting several al- _ 
ternately spiral curves: this snake seems of an 
unusually stiff and elastic nature, and the carma _ 
on the baek is so sharp as to surpass in this re- ¢ 
spect every other species of serpent. The speci- | 
men is in the British Museum, but its particular. 
history seems to be unknown. sj 
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Р. А Bicolor. н. died , Corpore supra nigro, infra 
Alavido, cauda marulosa, | 
Hydrus with oblong head, body М f ebore and yellowish be- 
neath, with spotted tail. ы 
‘| Hydrus bicolor. Schneid. Amph. 1. p. 240. 
# Anguis Platura. Lin, Syst. Nat. p. 391. 
ANixboa Quanquecolla, seu serpens rara Mexicana cauda lata, 
i Se. 2. p. 80. (. 77. f. 1. 
МПа Wahlagillee Pam. Russ. Ind, Serp. p; 47. pl. M. 
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Mer са HYDRKUS. 








2s is readily distinguished by the re- 
ibution of its colours ; the head and 
ng of a deep black, the lower parts 
10 the tail spotted: along the sides 
f smaller scales than the rest, and of 

a brighter |- а the head is black, and is of an 
elongated form.in front, bulging behind, subcon- 

‚ vex above, little compressed laterally : it is 
scales: the mouth is wide; the 
nd numerous, there being а margina! 
and two palatal rows in the upper jaw: the body 
is compressed, and the back highly carinated : the 
bicular and very minute : "the: general 

abo t two, feet and a half; the tail about 

three inch 11 It is a native of the Indian seas, 











and is said to be common near the coasts of the 
| island of Otaheite за ед by the name 
—. ef Etvona-t ticle of food. 
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DARK-BLUE HYDRUS. - 


Hydrus Atroczruleus. Н. atroceruleus, abdomine flavercente, | 
linea media caerulea, | 

Dark-blue Hydrus, with yellowish abdomen marked by а 
middle line of blue. 

Mutta Pam. Russ, Ind. Serp. р. 35, pl. 30. 

Hydrus Enydris, Schneid, Amph. Fasch. 1. p. 245. ۹ 


LrwcTH опе foot eight inches: colour a very 
dark changeable blue; abdomen yellowish white, 
with a dark blueish line along the middle: head 
small, and covered with large scales: fore part of 
the body slender; circumference of tbe trunk, in 
the thickest part, about two inches and a quarter : 
tail short, small, taper, and compressed. This 
snake, which is described by Dr. Russel, was taken 
in an Indian lake called Ankapilly, in one of the 
traps employed for catching eels: it appeared to 
be harmless; having in the upper jaw a marginal 
and two palatal rows of small reflex teeth. 





| 
CINEREOUS HYDRUS. 


Hydrus Cinereus. H. cinereus, rostro subtruncato, abdomine sub- 


flavescente. 
Ash-coloured Hydrus, with subtruncated snout, and abdomen 


tinged with yellow. | . 
Hydrus Rynchops. Scimeid. Amph. 1. p. 246. 


Karoo Bokadam. Russ. Jad, Serp. p. 23. pl. 17. | әй 
= 


Lenora near three feet and a half: thickness N ] 
near the head about three inches: middle of the уа 





i Т FISHING WY DUS. 
trunk four йы and.a half: head somewhat / 
the neck; yet appearing small in pro- 
the trunk : rather convex above, com- 
the sides, and projecting into a short 
гог subtruncated snout, which is covered 
lamina of various sizes: the remain- 
of the ‘head, “as well as of the whole upper ~ 
rts, with ovate ог suborbicular carinated scales, 
on, the head: eyes small and vertical : 
snot large: .teeth close ‘set, not regular, 
-and reflex; а marginal and two palatal 
in the upper jaw. Colour of the scaly part 
cinereous ; the rest of the animal 
or ash-colour: abdomen tinged 
with yellow : tail a little compressed, eight inches 
b n E moderately tapering, and terminating 
on in an obtuse point. Sent to Dr. Russel from 
| ба in July 1788: the particulars of its his- 
P о placed in this genus by Schneider 
xe 


| 


dyalliance with the preceding. 
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e. ovate, somewhat depressed, and laterally 
со pressed ; ; covered with large scales : гай eleven 
inches in length, slightly carinated, tapering. weny 
gradually, and terminating sharply : head dusky у 
rest of the animal yellowish brown, with numerous, 
round black spots joined by narrow fillets regu- 
ћу disposed in oblique rows, a few scales of light 
yellow being interspersed: abdomen yellowish 
white. Native of India, frequenting wet paddy 
fields, and counnonly reckoned û water-snake: 
moves swiftly, and carries its head high, with a 
menacing air, in its progression, but whem pro- 
voked did not either hiss or snap at a stick pre- 
sented to it: was not provoked to bite a chicken, 
though pecked several times by the animal; dure 
ing the time of this experiment it threw up а 
pretty large fish, which appeared to have been but 
а short time iu the stomach: is hob а poisonous 
species, the teeth resembling those of other inno- 
cuous serpents: dots not very properly belong to 
this genus. . 





MARSH HY DRUS. 


Hydrus Palustris, H. fusco- flatescens, maculis vhombeis {масш 
lincisque interjectis, abdomine perlaceo, 
Brownish-yellow Hydrus, with rhomboid brawn spats and in- 


terjected lines, and pearl coloured abdomen. 
Hydrus palustris. Schneid. Amph. p. 249. 
Paragoodoo. Russ. Ind, Serp. p. 25. pl. 20. 


Алтер to the preceding species: length more 
than two feet; trunk round; swelling and dimi- 


У. 111, Р. 11. 37 
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57 ^. MARSH HYDRUS. 


fishing in a gradual manner: head broadigh, 
oblong, covered with large scales: tail round, 
about five inches and a half long, and very taper: 
colour of the animal on the upper parts yel- 
lowish brown, beset with oblique rows of rhom- 
boid brown spots with black borders, and between 
each range of spots runs a ferruginous line: (те 
' whole forming a decussated pattern of spots and 
lines: scales oblong and carinated: tail plain or 
unspotted: abdomen pearl-coloured. This spe- 
cies, according to Dr. Russel, is not uncommon 
in India, frequenting damp grounds, and the bor- 
ders of tanks, and growing to a size much larger 
than that of the specimen above described : it is 
not a pofsonous species: in reality it 1s not very 
properly stationed in the present genus, having 
neither flattened tail, nor carinated abdomen. 
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me 1 
Generic Character, 4 
. he P. $^ 
е » 
Scuta abdominalia. Abdominal Plates, g 
Annuli caudales. е Caudal Rings. | 
Squame terminales. Terminal Soler, 
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SNOUTED LANGAYA. T4 2 
„>; 


Langaya Nusuta. L. maxilla superiore rostrata, S 
Langaya with the upper jaw produced in form of a sp 





Langaha. Bruguiere. Journ. de Physique, 1784. Сес бїр... 


2, p. 469. p 


Abdominal scales 184, caudal rings 42. а 
#- " 


Tur gemus Langaya, consisting of a single 
species only, differs from all the rest of the serpent 
tribe in having the upper part or beginning of the 
tail marked into complete rings ‘or circular divi- 
sions resembling those on the body of the Amphis- 
bena, while the extreme or terminal part is co- 
vered with small scales, assin-the genus mis. 
The Langaya nasuta, or Longesnóutcd Laggaya, 
is a native of Madagascar, and appears to have 
been first described by Mous. Bruguiere; of the 
Royal Society of Montpellier, whose м t of 
it is inserted in the Journal de Physique for the 


~ & > 
579 * — SNOUTED LANGAYA. 

year 1784, The length of the individual described 
was about two feet eight inches, and its greatest 
diameter about seven lines: the nead is covered 
with large scales, but the snout, which is ex- 
tremely long and sharp, projecting to a consider- 
able distance beyond the lower jaw, is covered 
with very small scales: the teeth, in shape and 
disposition, resemble those of a Viper: the scales 
on the upper parts of the body are rhomboidal, 
of a reddish colour, and each marked at the base 
by a small grey circle, with a yellow spot in the 
middle: the under parts are pale or whitish: the 
number of abdominal scuta, as well as of circles 
on the tail, is observed to vary in this snake. 
as is also the colour, which in one individual 
was violet, with darker coloured specks on thc 
back. The natives of Madagascar are said to 
hold the Langaya in great dread, considering it а= 
a highly poisonous serpent. 
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JAVAN ACRO 





OCHORDUS. ^ 


ге . 
Acrochordus Javanicus. B Wisricans, subtus albidus, lateribus 
fusco maculatis; > 7 





hitisli beneath, with the sides marked 


N. ieu: oh d cum. 1787.‏ وان ای 
Tue remarkable snake whith gave disc to the‏ 
institution of this new genus, is а n of the‏ 
island of Java, and was described: Mt. 2‏ 
lornsted: in: the- Swedish "Transactions far the‏ 
year 1787, and in the Journal de Physique for the‏ 
year 1788. Tt was foundin™ large "e v‏ 
near Sangasa n, in the year 1734, and др ‹ БЫ‏ 
about eight feet in јер (ti Quick of the.‏ 
neck being six inches, that of thé st part of‏ 
the body ten inches, ahd that ofthe tail an inch |‏ 
and half : the colour of the upper part of the animal‏ 
was blackish, and of the under part whitish; the‏ 
sides marked with dusky spots: the head ишё‏ 






— Й ——9—— 


JAVAN ACROCHOITLUDUS, 


К depressed, and scaly: the jaws equal, the 
superior being eniarginated beneath; the interior 
curved: the eyes lateral, on the fore part of the 
head ; the irides livid : the nostrils circular, small. 
approximated, and situated above the tip of the 
snout: the rictus or gape rather smal} for the size 
of the body : the teeth in both jaws subulate, very 


sharp, and reversed, without any appearance of 


fangs, and accompanied by a double row of very 
small teeth in the palate: the tongue thick at the 
base, the forked part black and slender: the body 
entirely covered, as well as the tail, with rough 
tricarinated warts: the vent small, the body very 
suddenly tapering towards the tail. This snake 
was secured by a Chinese, by means of a split 
bamboo applied over its neck, and thus carried to 
Batavia, where, on being skinned and opened, 
exclusive of a quantity of indigested fruit, were 
found five completely formed young, measuring 
nine inches each: the flesh of the animal was eaten 
by the Chinese people, who affirmed. that it was 
excellent food, and the skin, being preserved in 
spirits, was brought ever to Europe by Mr. Horn- 
sted, and deposited in the Museum of the King 
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Acrochordi Debi. — 


Brown №: nr with carinated abdomen, Dy a 


ted with black. 
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In its: поет pea and propo 
very nearly d nt serpent rese 
preceding or Taran pec, кян опе 4 
might almost serve for both, excep: tha 
in thisjs covered with very minute 
scales, differing in size alone from th 
parts’ of the animal, whiereas,’ if we | 
the accuracy об Mr, Н 

figure- of the е? 

covered with flat ке Seales, and of a far dif- 
ferent Mie puc e muricated or wart- 
like scales om every other part ze of the 
present spécimen also falls i short of the for- 
mer, m measuring,only about: t feet in length: 

its colour is an obscure “be with some ill- 
defined cl and patébes of a darker colour dis- 
persed along the sides and abdomen : the shape of 
the vent, thickness of body, pd sudden contrac 
















tion at the ge the tail, as well as the 
Comparative , anc gf that part are ex- 
actly simila Z 2, however, i in this ser- 
pent is sligt 1 [ wards the tail, 
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#6 FASCIATED ACROCHORDUS. 


= . Hornsted’s descriptiou of the Javan species. The 
present specimen is in the British Museum, and 
the highly accurate engraving which accompanies 
Э *this article will Жз, in the most satisfactory 
manner the resemblances and ar dm bc- 
tween this and the former animal ts native 


place is not pà tic 














"abdomine carinato, fuscis 
ed abdomen, aud whitisl 


A! 209-3 Ww Ч) 


, 


"ceding, that it 
r it really differs 
e, and cast of co- 
pinches in length, 
оц » with several 


At 


the | ‚ abdomen is 
"his is, certainly the 
der, who, in his 
аз а water- 
hout any other 
nated abdomen; 
s agreeing with 









FASCIATED ACROCHORDUS. — " " 
those of the genuine Hydri. Mr. Saed to 
‚ serves its near affinity with the Hornstedian Acre 
| chordus, but mentions nothing ep, A 
tive to its native place. The speci 
British Museum, and is very ас 
i on the annexed plate. , 


"+ | 
PE 
hs AN 
P e "S 
. , у 
, 3 с 
E. 
^ + 1 Р A . 
S E i 


= "Acc EE — Ss er ae 


~ 


(де ли == _ | 
^ * ~ 


| , T ~ 


» ANGUIS. SLOW-WORM. | 


E Generic Character. 


£ 


; Squame abdominales. €t sub- || Scales both on the abdomen 
caudales. | and beneath the tail. 


» 
Ts genus is. easily distinguished by having 


the abdomen and ‘under part of the tail covered 
with scales of similar appearance to these on 


= the rest of the animal, except that in some few 


јр 


* 


species they are rather larger: to this may be 
“added, that the body is ofa shorter and more uni- 
formly cylindric form than in the genus Coluber, 
and that the eyes are, in general, small, and the 
tail rather obtuse : no poisonous species of Anguis 
has yet been discovered. To the English generic 
T title, Slow-/Vorm, some objection may perhaps ђе 
"made, and it is not to, be imagined that all the 
. animals of this genus are aemarkably slow in their 
motions; though, from the.want of scuta, they 
` perhaps may be allowed to move with less rapidity 
Eo the generality of Snakes.” 
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соммох SLOW-WOKA, ` 
ЈГ | 
Angus Fragilis, A. gviseu-rufesceus, dorso JSuscorstriate, abdo- 
mine plumbea, 2 А ~ 
Rufous-grey Slow-Worni, with the back stated with brown, p". 
A and lead-coloured abdomen. ^ ‘ D. | Ч 
Y Anguis fragilis, Lin, Syst. Nat. p, 923. Imur. t, 57у. & луі 5 
эса. Aldr. Gesn, Кај. Тон. бе, ~ e 
‘Blind-Worm. Penn, Brit, Доо. 4, p.22. w > Sa 
Long-Cripple. Borl. Corme, p. 284, pl. Кс УЛ - 
Abdominal scales 125, subcnudai 135. ~ -~ = 






Tuts species is found in almost all parts of Еа» р 

. en . . « T n >». 
rope in similar situations with the common Snake, 
and is a perfectly innoxious animal, living on 


worms and insects: its usual length is from ten tos { 
twelve inches, and sometimes even more: its све 7 


lour is pale rufous brown above, with three паге -> 
row longitudinal dorsal streaks or linesof a darker — 
cast ; and beneath a deep lead-colour: the head is — 
rather small, and covered im front with large 
scales, as in most other inmoxious serpents: the 
eyes are very small: the tail measures more than 
half the length of the animal, and terminates - 
pretty suddenly in a slightly acuminated tip. > 
The Slow-Worm isa viv 
times produces a v 
other serpents, it varies im с | 
different periods, ‘and the young are commonly 
of a deeper cast than their parent: the general ^ 
motions of this animal are rather slow. than 
otherwise, except when endeavouring to езсар 
and the young seem to move more slow! 
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7580 " —ABERDEEN SLOW-WORM. 


the full grown ones: Slow-Worms can, however, 
occasionally exert a considerable degree of swift- , 
ness, and can readily penetrate the loose soil, in 
+ order to conceal themselves from pursuit: they 
are often found in considerable numbers, during 
the winter season, at some depth beneath the sur- 
. face; ‚ retiring оп the approach of winter, an 
t fyc in a state of torpidity, and again emerging 
from their concealments. on the approach of 
spring, when they cast their skin, aud recover 
their former liveliness. It is observed of this spe- 
cies, as well as о! зоте others, that if struck with 
any degree of violence, the body not oniy breaks 
, abruptly om the struck part, but even sometimes 
а different places: the skin is remarkably strong 
id the animal, when handled or irritated, basa a 
_ way of stiffening itself by stretching to its utmost 
^. length, in which state, if any part of the skin be 
injured, the separation soon takes place in conse- 
7. quence'of this rigidity, instead of yielding like 
the more limber bodies of the snakes. 


Far. ? 
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y 
Now» " ABERDEEN SLOW-WOKM. 


"+ Anguis ту Lin. si Nal. э 923. Pow. Brit. Zool, 3. 
; p. 33. © „өг 
enn scales 196, sülbcaudal 136. . 








seems to be no other than a variety of the 
gilis, pr ge p | in being sométhing 
; and of Father tker colours: found in 
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PAINTED SLOW-WORA. 58he . 
some parts of Scotland, and, Yeu Ü Lin. —— 
nzus, in America also, * 
سے‎ , 


SPECKLED SLOW-WORM, 


Anguis Meleagris, A. grisco-rufescens, undique fusco-punctata, 2 
Rufous-grey Slow-Worm, speckled on all sides with bromas &. 
Anguis Meleagris. Lin. Syst. Nat. р. 390. $ 
Serpens Cæcilia seu Seytule, Seb. 2, 0.321. f. 4. 

Abdominal scales 165, subesudal 32. * 


`4 


Tuts, according to Seba's figure quoted by 
Linnzus, appears so nearly allied to the common 
Slow-Worm that it might almost be considered as 
the same animal, differing i in the waut'of the dors 
sal streaks, and in having the whole upper surface 
freckled with minute deep-brown specks, the tip 
of each scale being of that colour: it isa native — — 
of the East Indies. - 
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خت‎ -% 
PAINTED SLOW-WORM. 
Anguis Scytale. A. fulva, fasciis alternis nigris. 4 







Fulvous Slow-Worm, with alternate black bands, | 

Anguis Scytales Lin. Syst, Nat. p. 923. Миз, Ad, Frid, р. _ 
21. t. 6. f. 2. | 

Merian Surin, t. 69. V 

Abdominal scales моње 13. 


Tue Painted Slow-Worm is a species of s 


lar beauty: its general length i is about a 
half or two feet, and Изв diameter mod 
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- propórtion : the ground-colour is a rich yellow- 

S ferruginots or orange, on which are disposed, 
^ го t the whole length of the animal, nu- ` 

moderately broad, equidistant, jet-black 

зе bands, not continued entirely round the 


~ bo n alternating with each other, and termi- 
s nating: i rounded extremities: the scales on M 
E (sw diate parts are gencrally tipped with brow: 

J hibitf x 
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hg more or шо a speckled appearance 
the sk зец imal, however, has been 
en Ў д Pred 


preserved. у con siderable length of time in 
| 2 e "fades into white, in con- 
he е spec свиња seen in 
Fiegated only with black and 
л nall, and the tail.very short, 
ntieth wobthewhole length, 
ү 16 species is a native 


sel 
E С f the West- Indian 


й. 


егі 
~~ id та 


pubescens, v giri 


riegations. 
p, 1123. 
«. (75. f. 2. 
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BLACK*BANDED SLOW-WORM. 585 


rounded form, and the head and tail are remark- p>. 
ably obtuse. is beautiful animal is a-native of - 

South A where it is said to ђе found’ in _ 
woods, and to on the larger insects, as scolo- e 
pendræ, &c.- in colour it sometimes varies, & — - 
mixture of blaek being blended with the i * 
the sides, and the bands more numerous in some ~ 
specimens than in. others. 










Anguis Ater. = y 


ceding, but ¢ fi 4 
black bands: е 


r 


lomin ales, according to 
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ed, so as to appre 
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| = GLASS SLOW-WORM. 
| | 


Anguis Ventralis, Æ, nigro-virescens, flavo punctatus, abdomine 
brevissimo flaco, sulco laterali. 
"Blackish-green Slow-Worm; speckled with yellow, with very 
А # * short yellow abdomen, with a lateral furrow. 
| Anguis ventralis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 923. 
i Glass Snake. | Catesb. Carol, 2. pl. 59. 
Abdominal scales 127, subcaudal 222. 


. Taasis a moderately large and handsome spe- 
“cies: general length about a foot and half or two 
fect : colour greenish brown, elegantly mottled with 
‘small pale yellow and black freckles :- the under 
parts pale.yellow: the head small: from the*cor- 
ners of the mouth to the vent, along each side of thc 
body, runs a deep furrow, scparating the abdomen, 
which is remarkably short, from the upper parts : 
the tail is more than twice the length of the abdo- 
men, and terminates somewhat more acutely than 
is usual in this genus: the body is marked above 

њи several rows of slightly.cleyated striz, which 

give the animal a general resemblance, except in 
our, to the remarkable lizard termed Lacerta 

. _ This species is a native of North Ame- 

ica, and, is not uncommon in. Carolina, where it 

ic knows by We vy the name of the Glass Snake. Ca- 

I e Mei ‘that ** a small blow of a stick 

he body to separate, mot only at the place 

е struck, ut at two or three other places, the mus- 
e les being articulated quite through the verte- 
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Jamaica SLOW WORM., 





















PUNCTULATED $: 


Rondoo Talooloo Рат,“ Russ, Ind, Serp. p. 4 


А SMALL species, abo -iaches'in 
and of the diameter of a hen uil >a] 
and powdered with innume 
most extremely" ма nd su 
species is desc ‚В: 
Indian Serpen Pre 1 
is vulgarly con | 
with incredible swif ness, 
mersed in spirits emai 
minutes. _ ње. » 

Dr. Russel des 
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d and slightly described 
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"uu А, SED dest a 
У у ERIpaHAPED SIREN, ) 
Siren iren Lacertina. . 8. фе, corpore ongvilleforni, br ج‎ i 
лон: 
Two-footed Sign ве! shaped body, and ramified гара и ЈЕ 
Siren Lacertina, Jin. Amoen, Acad. 7. p. 311. » Nat, o 
vol. 1. pt. 2. Addend; PK, > 
Murena Siren. Lin. ‚ Nat. Gmel. р. 1136. е 
Amphibious Ellis Phil, Trans, vid 


p. 189. < ADH C хм 
Siren Lacertina, The Siren. Ti 6i. Ii | 








in the list of animals by s 
characters, which are such as to induced 7 5 
the great Linnzus to institute it for. a new ak cu 
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of Amphibia, ufider the title of Meantes* ; an 
- order, however, which,does mot stand among the 
Us rest of the Amphibia i in the Systema Nature, but 
Ui we is mentioned in a note at the end of the second 
35 рагі of the firs volume of that work. 
=P. The genus wiNi which the Siren has evidently 
the, greatest possible affinity, is the Lacerta or 
Lizard. It even very much resembles the larva, 
| ог first state of a Lacerta; and it is still doubtful 
| whether it may not really be such: yet it has 
È never been observed in any other state, having 
c. two feet only, without any appearance of a hind 
| pair: the feet аге also furnished with claws, where- 
as the larvae of all the Lacerta are observed to be 
. without claws; or, in the Linnzan phrase, digitis 
"anuticis е mouth has several rows of smallish 
teeth: the body is eel-shaped, but slightly flat- 
tened beneath; marked on the sides by several 
wrinkles, and slightly compressed towards the 
b . extremity of the tail, which is edged with a kind 
_ of soft skin or adipose fin, as it were: on €ach side 
^ the neck are three ramified branchial processes, 
* resembling, on a larger scale, those belonging to 


| 
4 
Е the Јатуз of water-newts, and at the base are the 








— Openings into the gills: the eyes are very small, 
‘and blue. The general colour of the animal is a 


on the sides, with numerous minute whitish 


* The characters of this Order are thus given by Linnzus, 

^o yiz, Branche $ Pulmones simul, Pedes brachiati, unguiculati, The 

generic character stands thus, viz. Corpus bipedum, caudatum, 
+, dum. Pedes brachiati, unguiculati, 





deep or blackish brown, scattered over, especially ' 
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specks. Its size nearly equals that of ап Eel / 


bging frequently found of the length of mor 
two feet. It is a native of North A 
more particularly of South Carolina, v еге it is not 
very uncommon in muddy and 
living generally under water, buf sometimes ap- 
pearing оп land. It has a kind of squeaking or 
singing voice, for which reason Linnaus distin- 
guished it by the title of Siren. 

'This curious animal was first discovered and 
described by the ingenious Dr. Garden, who re- 





sided many years in Carolina, and who paid paîz 
ticular attention to the science of Natural Hiş Î 


tory, which he enriched by many highly interest- 
ing observations. Dr. Garden communicated 


specimens of the Siren to Linnzus, with particu- 


lars relative to its history and manners Lin- 
nius, in his letter to Dr. Garden on this subject, 
declares, that nothing had ever exercised his 
thoughts so much, nor was theresany thing ће so 
much desired to know as the real nature of so ех 
traordinary an animal. 

The following particulars relative to the ana~ 
tomy of the Syren are given by Mr. Hunter in*the 
56th volume of the Philosophical Transactions 


ion : it has a bone similar to that in birds, turtles, 

c. On the posterior and lateral parts of the 
mouth, are three openings on each side ; these are 
similar to the slits of the gills in fish, but the par- 


““'ТЪе tongue is broad and has very little mo- 
fs 
- We 
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titions do not resemble gills on their outer edges, | 


for they have not the comb-like structure. Above 


jt 
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мапа close to the extremity of each of these ореп- 
ings externally, so many processes arise; the аџ- 
terior t'he-gmallest, the posterior the largest: their 
* — anterior dn&, inferior edges and extremity are ser- 
P rated, and fokned into fimbriwe: these processes 
р fold down and cover the slits externally, and 
would seem to answer the purposes of the comb- 
like part of the gill in fish. 
** At the root of the tongue, nearly as far back 
as these openings reach, the trachea begins, much 
М in the same manner as in birds. It passes back- 
"wards above the heart, and there divides into two 
Pbranches, one going to each lobe of the lungs. 
The iungs are two long bags, one on each side, 
Ги which begin just behind the heart, and pass back 
“through the whole length of the abdomen, nearly 
as far as the anus. They are largest in the middle, 
and honey-combed on the internal surface through 
their whole length. The heart consists of one 
== auricle and one ventricle. What answers to the 
_ Anfertor vena cava, passes forwards above, but in 
а sulcus of the liver, and opens into a bag similar 
to the pericardium: this bag surrounds the heart 
^  anéaorta, as the pericardium does in other animals: 
from this there is an Opening into a vein which 
b lies above, and upon the left of the auricle, which 
vein seems to receive blood from the lungs, gilis} 
and head, is analogous to the superior vena сауа, 
and opens into the auticle-which is upon the left 
~ об the ventricle. The aorta goes out, passing for 
а little way in a loose spiral turn, then becomes 
* strait, where it seems to be muscular: at this part | 


- 


fa through in the act of catching or killing the animal, would اتر‎ 
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the branches go off, between which there is a 
Hsing within the area of the aorta; like & bi 
иза with its tip turned towards the heeft *. Р 
** The liver is principally опе lobef pretty close, 4 
то the heart at the fore part, and Фаѕѕеѕ back on 
the right of the stomach and inteftines ; at its an- еқ, 
terior extremity оп the left side, there is a very 
short lobe ending abruptly. — The gall-bladder lies 
in a fissure on the left side of the liver near its 
middle: there, is no hepatic duct: the hepato- 
cystic ducts, which seem to be three in number, a 
enter the gall-bladder at its anterior end or fun- | 
dus, and the cystic duct passes out from the pos.» 
terior end of the gall-bladder, and terminates та 
the gut, about half ап inch from the pylorus, "E 
The esophagus, which is pretty large, passes back,” 
and is continued into the stomach in the same | 
line. The stomach at the posterior end bends а (64 
little to the right, where it terminates in the py- 
lorus. The intestines pass back, making many 
turns: at the posterior end they becume pretty”. ۱ 
iy 
* This account of the уела сауа opening into the cavity of the - ы 
pericardium may appear incredible; and it might be supposed, f 
that in the natural state of the parts, there is a cunal of commus 
nication going from one cava to the other, which being broken"or — — 
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give the appearance above described. I can only say, that the 2. 
appearances were what have been described, in three’ different _ 
subjects which I have dissected ; and in all of them the pericare 
dium was full of coagulated blood. But, besides the smallness of _ 
the subjects, it may be observed that they had been long pré» | 
served in spirits, which made them more unfit for anatomical ene = 
quiries. They had been in my possession above seven years, § 
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strait, forming what may be called the colon, or 
tum, where they are a little larger, and run % 
in a strait direction. At the beginning of 
X this larger fart of the intestinal tube there is no 


m 
ex valvular struc\ure. The spleen is a very small but 
| long body: its terior end is attached to the upper 
Е] 






^ “surface of the stomach, and it is continued back 
| + along the leféside of the mesentery, to which it 
Ы“ adheres. The pancreas is a small body, lying 
above the duodenum, and is attached also to the 
I d left side of the mesentery. The kidneys arc situ- 
ated in the upper and posterior part of the abdo- 
br men, having the rectum below апа passing ђе- 
tween them, asin (ће snake, &c. Below the rectum 
lies a long bag like a bladder ; it adheres all along 
[ "3 to the inside of the abdominal muscles, and its 
"7. mouth opens into the rectum; but whether it is the 
_ bladder or not I cannot tell. On each side of the 
~_*¥ectum, close to the lungs, there is a body, the 
posterior end.of which rests upon the anterior end 
of the kidney; but what they are I cannot pre- 
A tend to determine.” 
Е" The celebrated anatomist Camper seems to have 
be deceived himself iu a singular manner, in his ex- 
aminetion of this extraordinary animal ; asserting 
«that it was destitute of lungs; and, in conses 
1 * quence, considering it as breathing by gills anes 
і in the manner of fish, regarded it as a species of" 
Murzna or Eel, in which genus it is accordingly 
placed in the Gmelinian edition of the Systema 
ANaturz ; under the name of Murzna Siren. The 
— “pinion of Camper, however, is now allowed to 
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be erroneous; and the Siren is unquestionably | 


‘ne allied to the Lizard tribe; though it still se- 1 


ıains doubtful whether it should be cons jdefed as 
a larva, or as ап anüpal in its ea or ultimate 
form. 
The lightness with which the Count de Cepede 
passes over this interesting subject cannot be ob- 


' 


i 


served without surprise: I have surveyed, says ће, . 


with attention the figure of this animal in the 
Philosophical Transactions, as well as its descrip- 
tion by Mr. Ellis, and have not a moment's hesi- 
tation in pronouncing it to be merely the 1агуа ОЁ 
а Lacerta. 

““ Nous avons examiné avec soin la figure et 
la description que M. Ellis en a données dans les 
Transactions Philosophiques; & nous n'avons pas 
douté un seul moment que*et animal, bien loin 
de constituer un ordre nouveau, ne füt une larve." 

How different this from the sober investigation 


` 


_and philosophical doubts of the great Linnzys, х 


“as wei as from the patient enquirics ог a Hunter 
and a Camper! 

The celebrated Amphibiologist Schneider, after 
declaring his own opinion, that the Siren is really 
no other than the larva of some undiscovered Li- 
zard, thus expresses his sentiments relative to the 
Count de Cepede's decision on the subject. 


у 


Ni 


‘Factum igitur casu potius puto, ut m 
` 


Galli de Sirene lacertina Linnzi proposita, p. 611%, 


* Histoire Naturella des Quadrupedes ovipares, ` 


172+ 
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A ph. fasc. 1. p. 41. ( 
а ed, that the Siren, if thrown 
» оп the ртот 4 with any degree of violence, has 
^ been observ I У break in two or three places; in 
bling the Anguis fragilis or 
Slow-Worm. It ts also proper to observe, that 
» no Lizard of which it may be supposed the Larva, 
^ has ever yet been discovered in those parts of Ca- 
| тоћра where it i is most frequent. The species to 
which it seems most allied is the Lacerta Teguixin 
‘of Linnzus, which is a native of South America. 
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x ANGUINE SIREN. 
је x NEC 
— Siren Anguina, S. quillirupes, corpore anguillaformi, branchiis 


ramosis. | 

Four-footed Siren with eel-shaped body, and ramified branchia. 

Proteus anguinus, | Laurenti Spec. Med. p. 37, t. 4. -J a n 

Austrian Siren, | ae : 

s Тнв singular ашай, is found in as singular а 
‘Situation ; being an inhabitant of the celebrated 
and romantic Lake called» Lake Zirknitz*, about 
six German miles from Labac, in the Dütchy of 
Carniola in Austria. From e. lake, which is 
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raneous outlets or holes at the bottom; leaving „ 
Í the ground dry, and fit for pasture, the cultiva- 
tion of millet, &c. &c. as well as for various kinds of. 
hunting and other amusements : but in the month 
of October it again returns, with great force; 
springing out, of the passages before mentioned 
from a vast depth till the Lake is completely filled. © 
It is situated in a hollow or valley, surrounded by 
rocky and woody mountains, in which are vast 
caverns, and is principally supplied by eight rivus 
lets running into it from the adjoining moun- 
tainous region. Of this Lake, with a probable 
theory of its phanomena, an ample description , 
may be found in the sixteenth volume of the Phi- 
losophical Transactions. . 

The species of Siren at present to be described is 
extremely rare, and is found, in the spring, and 
towards the decline of summer, in some particu- 
lar parts of the above-mentioned lake, and com- 

„monly measures, when full grown, from about (еп | 
to twelve or thirteen inches in length ; the largest 
specimens being near three quarters of an inch 
in diameter. It is entirely of a pale rose or flesh- 

colour, or even nearly white, except the three pair 
of ramified branchial fins on each side the neck, 
which are of a bright red or carmine-colour. Its 
general shape is that of an eel; the body being 
cylindric, till towards the end of the tail, where it 
becomes flat, and is attenuated both above and 
below into a kind of fatty fin, scarce distinguish- - 
able from the rest of the tail: the skin is every 
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| A where smooth and even; the head of a somewhat 
depressed form, with a lengtbened, obtuse, and 
widish snout, and has no external eyes: the mouth 
is moderately wide, and furnished with a row of 
yery minute teeth: the legs are about three quar- 
ters of an inch in length ; the fore legs being situ- 
ated almost immediately behind the branchial fins, 
and the fect furnished with three toes, without 
any appearance of claws: the hind legs are situ- 
ated at a great distance backwards, towards the 
commencement of the tail, and are of the same 
appearance with the fore legs, but the feet have 
. only two toes, which, like those of the fore feet, 
, ате destitute of claws. The motions of the animal, 
when taken out of the water, are, in general, ex- 
tremely slow and languid ; as is also the case when 
К. kept in a vessel of water; but when in its native 
lake, it is sometimes observed to swim pretty 
briskly, waving its body in a serpentine direction, 
' m the manner of a leech. = 
The Anguine Siren is well figured by Laurenti, 
who seems to have been its first describer, in his 
work entitled Specimen Medicum, exhibens Synopsin 
| Reptilium, under the title of Proteus Anguinus. 
With respect to its real nature, Zoologists are 
not yet agreed : some imagining it to be the Larva 
| of some species of Lizard, whose gradations have 
not been fully ascertained, while others, with per- 
= baps equal probability, suppose it a complete or 
‚ perfect animal. . 
Its anatomy is amply detailed by Dr. Schreibers, 
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in the 91st volume of the Philosophical Transac- 
tions. The chief abbreviated particulars are the 
following : 

The Eyes are most extremely small, subcu- 
taneous, and situated on each side the base of the 
rostrum or upper jaw, just before the bulging ог 
projecting parts. 

The Tongue is large and fleshy; loose at the 
point, but attached by the root to the lower jaw. 

The Stomach is very large, and of an almost co- 
riaceous nature. : 

The Liver is extremely large and long ; appear- 
ing, at first view, to fill the whole cavity of the 
abdomen, so as nearly to hide the other viscera. 

. The Lungs consist of a pair of very long tubu- 
lar canals or processes, each t@minating in an ob- 
long simple bladder which is not divided inter- 
nally into cellular spaces, but merely separated 
into two cavities by an intermediate membrane, 
a communication between the two sides of the 
bladder being left by means of a large semilunar 
opening at the upper end. 

'The Bones seem to be of the same conformation 
and nature as in the Salamander: no ribs or ster- 
num ; but bones in the tail. 

This animal appears evidently to be of а preda- 
cious nature; feeding on the smaller kind of 
aquatic animals; since one which was kept alive 
for some days in a vessel of water, was observed to 
discharge from its stomach several small shells of 
the genus Helix, and in the stomach of one which 
Dr. Schreibers dissected were found the head and 
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bones of a small fish. Its voice is a strong hiss, 
louder: than might be | ted from the size of 

















ща айп ity, 6 Ре Siren lacert 
£ „scribed, having both gills and lungs 
^ leases u us in equal uncertain 
da ; fect animal. It is, he 
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st described in the Natural- 
from a well-preserved specimen 
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perhaps по other than the Larva or Tadpole of 


some large American Lizard, seems a scarce less # 


singular and curious animal than the Siren, so 
much and зо long the subject of dubious specu- 
lation to Linneus, and for which he at length 
instituted his additional order termed JMeantes. 
In its general appearance it bears some resemblance 
to the larva of the Rana paradoxa, but is fur- 
nished with gills, opening externally in the män- 
ner of a fish: the openings are very, large, and 
the operculum or external flap is continued from 
the sides of the head across the throat benéath, 


so as completely to insulate the head from the * 


breast: the gills themselves consist of four semi- 


circular bony or cartilaginous arches, which are 


denticulated or serrated on their internal or con- 
cave part, like those of fishes: on the opercula 
or external flaps are situated three very large 
and elegant branchial fins or ramified parts, di- 
vided and subdivided into a vast number of slen- 
der or capillary processes. In these particulars 
it resembles the Siren lacertina, except that ш 
that animal the external opening to the gills is 
very small: the mouth is furnished in front with 
a row of extremely minute teeth: the tongue 
is large, smooth, and rounded at the tip: the 
rictus or gape, when the mouth is closed ap- 
pears considerably wider than it really is; owing - 
to a lateral sulcus proceeding. from each corner 
to some distance: the feet are entirely destitute 


‘of webs, and the toes are furnished with weak- 
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ish claws: the fore feet have four, and the ћта 
"feet five toes. Exclusive of the general colour 
of the animal, the whole skin when minutely 
examined, appears to be scattered over with very 
minute white specks, resembling those on the 
surface of the Siren lacertina. The sides of the 
body*are marked by several strong ruge or fur- 
rows, and an impressed lateral line or sulcus is 
continued from the gills to the tail *. 

It may be added that the animal figured in 
the 4th volume of the American Philosophical 
Trarisactions and described by Mr: de Beauvois as 
a new species of Siren, seems much allied to the 


' present, and may even be the same species, since 


it appears to agree in the leading particulars: 
the specimen, however, seems not to have been 
in the highest state of preservation, since no 
mention is made of any spots: its size is con- 
siderably smaller than ‘that of the present ani- 


* A species nearly allied to this is mentioned by Mr. Schneider, 
who examined it in the museum of Professor Hellwig at Bruns- 
wick. It was taken in the Lake Champlain, in North America, 
where it is said to be dreaded by the fishermen, who consider it ~ 
аз a poisonous animal. Its length is more than eight inches, 
and its diameter nearly an inch: it is soft, spongy, and porous, 
and is marked on each side by three rows of round black spots : 
tail ancipital, compressed, and spotted ; lower edge strait ; upper 
curved; tip roundish r cylindric. Head broad, flat; eyes 
small ; teeth in both jaws conical obtuse, and rather long: tongue 
broad ; mouth wide; lips like those of a fish: on each side the 
neck three branchial fins: fect four; distant; tetradactylous, 


and without claws.—Schneid. Hist. Amph. fasc. 1. p. 50. 
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» mal; and the toes are represented as termifat- 

f ing bluntly. Mr. Пе Beauvois thinks, that, * 
„upon the whole, the Linnzan. order Aleanter | р 
‘should be’ preserved, until more detailed and èn- | 
larged observations on these animals shall have | 
completely elucidated their real nature. asl 
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